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From 1936 to 1939, the New Deal's Federal Writers' Project collected life stories from more than 2,300
former African American slaves. These narratives are now widely used as a source to understand the lived
experience of those who made the transition from slavery to freedom. But in this examination of the project
and its legacy, Catherine A. Stewart shows it was the product of competing visions of the past, as ex-slaves'
memories of bondage, emancipation, and life as freedpeople were used to craft arguments for and against full
inclusion of African Americans in society. Stewart demonstrates how project administrators, such as the
folklorist John Lomax; white and black interviewers, including Zora Neale Hurston; and the ex-slaves
themselves fought to shape understandings of black identity. She reveals that some influential project
employees were also members of the United Daughters of the Confederacy, intent on memorializing the Old
South. Stewart places ex-slaves at the center of debates over black citizenship to illuminate African
Americans' struggle to redefine their past as well as their future in the face of formidable opposition.

By shedding new light on a critically important episode in the history of race, remembrance, and the legacy
of slavery in the United States, Stewart compels readers to rethink a prominent archive used to construct that
history.
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From reader reviews:

Joycelyn Chambers:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that book has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Long Past Slavery: Representing Race in the Federal Writers' Project.

Bobbi Brunner:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you that Long Past Slavery:
Representing Race in the Federal Writers' Project book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Shirley Pedro:

Long Past Slavery: Representing Race in the Federal Writers' Project can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing Long Past Slavery: Representing Race in the Federal Writers' Project however doesn't forget the
main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one
of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial pondering.

Helen McClain:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every
year seemed to be exactly added. This book Long Past Slavery: Representing Race in the Federal Writers'
Project was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book
which you wanted.
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