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This book examines alleged “superhuman” powers predominantly associated with smith/artisans in five
African societies. It discusses their ritual and social roles, mythico-histories, symbols surrounding their art,
and changing relationships between these specialists and their patrons. Needed but also feared, these
smith/artisans work in traditionally hereditary occupations and in stratified but negotiable relationships with
their rural patron families. Many of them now also work for new customers in an expanding market
economy, which is still characterized by personal, face-to-face interactions. Rasmussen maintains that a
framework integrating anthropological theories of witchcraft, alterity, symbolism, and power is fundamental
to understanding local accusations and tensions in these relationships. She also argues that it is critical to
deconstruct and disentangle guilt, blame, and envy—concepts that are often conflated in anthropology at the
expense of falsely accused “witch” figures. The first portion of this book is an ethnographic analysis of
smith/artisans in Tuareg society, and draws on primary source data from this author’s long-term
social/cultural anthropological field research in Tuareg (Kel Tamajaq) communities of northern Niger and
Mali. The latter portion of the book is a cross-cultural comparison, and it re-analyzes the Tuareg case,
drawing on secondary data on ritual powers and smith/artisans in four other African societies: the Amhara of
Ethiopia, the Bidan (Moors) of Mauritania, the Kapsiki of Cameroon, and the Mande of southern Mali. In the
concluding analysis, there is discussion of similarities and differences between these cases, the social
consequences of ritual knowledge and power in each community, and their wider implications for
anthropology of religion, human rights, and African studies.
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From reader reviews:

Lawanda Beverly:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test look for book,
may be the reserve untitled Neighbors, Strangers, Witches, and Culture-Heroes: Ritual Powers of
Smith/Artisans in Tuareg Society and Beyond can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.

James Haney:

Neighbors, Strangers, Witches, and Culture-Heroes: Ritual Powers of Smith/Artisans in Tuareg Society and
Beyond can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away
because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every
word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Neighbors, Strangers, Witches, and Culture-Heroes: Ritual
Powers of Smith/Artisans in Tuareg Society and Beyond nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Susan Garrard:

You can find this Neighbors, Strangers, Witches, and Culture-Heroes: Ritual Powers of Smith/Artisans in
Tuareg Society and Beyond by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it may to be your
solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply
by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways
to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Jean Gonzales:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source this filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
in search of the Neighbors, Strangers, Witches, and Culture-Heroes: Ritual Powers of Smith/Artisans in



Tuareg Society and Beyond when you required it?
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