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Growing up in a small college town in central Mississippi in the 1930s, Leon C. Standifer knew little of the
trauma of war. But by the time he was nineteen, World War II had made war a reality for him. Standifer
volunteered for and was accepted by a special army program that would send him to college for technical
training; he somtimes hoped and sometimes feared that the war would end before his training did. Events
turned out quite otherwise. A serious shortage of trained riflemen needed for the invasion of Normandy
meant that Standifer and more than one hundred thousand other young men were taken from the program and
sent into battle as combat infantrymen.

Not in Vain: A Rifleman Remembers World War II looks at American involvement in the war from the
firsthand perspective of this nineteen-year-old soldier. As an infantryman in France and Germany during the
latter part of the war, Standifer experienced the numbing boredom of daily routine and the adrenaline-
pumping excitement of combat. He recalls the anguish of losing friends in battle and the decisive moment
when he slit the throat of an enemy soldier, memories that still haunt him.

But Not in Vain is far more than a conventional soldier's memoir. Although he recounts in vivid detail his
personal experiences, Standifer also makes a far broader inquiry into the forces that turned a sheltered young
man from a religious, small-town background into an effective soldier. Growing up in the Baptist church,
Standifer thought he had learned the differences between good and evil, right and wrong. But after his days
in battle, moral distinctions were no longer as clear.

Not in Vain documents Standifer's lifelong debate with himself over the justification for war by considering
not only his reactions during combat but also the feelings that have remained with him for life. He describes
these intense emotions in his account of a trip taken to Europe many years after the war and of his reunion
with some of the former members of his rifle company. Written in an effort to come to terms with his
involvement in the war, Not in Vain is a probing and timely study of a citizen's dedication to his country.
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From reader reviews:

Kayla Merritt:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Not in Vain: A Rifleman Remembers World War II. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a new
book Not in Vain: A Rifleman Remembers World War II. You can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can understand everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful
thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Stacey Smith:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Not in Vain: A
Rifleman Remembers World War II book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Shawn Jones:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Not in Vain: A Rifleman Remembers World War II
as your daily resource information.

Douglas Ham:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by
book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Not in Vain: A
Rifleman Remembers World War II.
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