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In mid-twentieth century France, the term "social space" (l'espace social) -- the idea that spatial form and
social life are inextricably linked -- emerged in a variety of social science disciplines. Taken up by the
French New Left, it also came to inform the practice of urban planning. In The View from Above, Jeanne
Haffner traces the evolution of the science of social space from the interwar period to the 1970s, illuminating
in particular the role of aerial photography in this new way of conceptualizing socio-spatial relations. As
early as the 1930s, the view from above served for Marcel Griaule and other anthropologists as a means of
connecting the social and the spatial. Just a few decades later, the Marxist urban sociologist Henri Lefebvre
called the perspective enabled by aerial photography -- a technique closely associated with the French
colonial state and military -- "the space of state control." Lefebvre and others nevertheless used the notion of
social space to recast the problem of massive modernist housing projects (grands ensembles) to encompass
the modern suburb (banlieue) itself -- a critique that has contemporary resonance in light of the banlieue riots
of 2005 and 2007. Haffner shows how such "views" permitted new ways of conceptualizing the old problem
of housing to emerge. She also points to broader issues, including the influence of the colonies on the
metropole, the application of sociological expertise to the study of the built environment, and the
development of a spatially oriented critique of capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Hickman:

The knowledge that you get from The View from Above: The Science of Social Space will be the more deep
you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The View from Above: The Science of Social Space giving
you enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular The View from
Above: The Science of Social Space instantly.

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The View from Above: The Science
of Social Space that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
practice all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for
all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you are able to pick The View from Above: The Science of Social Space become your starter.

Donald Edmond:

You can get this The View from Above: The Science of Social Space by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

William Levitt:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students and also native
or citizen want book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By
book The View from Above: The Science of Social Space we can consider more advantage. Don't someone
to be creative people? Being creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book The View from Above:
The Science of Social Space. You can more pleasing than now.
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