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 Aspiring to Greatness: West Virginia University since World War II chronicles the emergence of WVU as a
major land-grant institution. As a continuation of the work of Doherty and Summers in West Virginia
University: Symbol of Unity in a Sectionalized State, this book focuses on the modern historical
developments that elevated WVU from a small regional institution to one of national prominence.
 

West Virginia University’s growth mirrors the developmental eras that have shaped American higher
education since World War II. The University’s history as an innovative, pioneering force within higher
education is explored through its major postwar stages of expansion, diversification, and commercialization.

 

Institutions of higher education nationwide experienced a dramatic increase in enrollments between 1945 and
1975 as millions of returning World War II and Korean War veterans took advantage of the GI Bill of
Rights. Their children, the “baby boom” generation, continued to supply the growth in college enrollment
and the corresponding increase in institutional complexity until the mid-1970s. During this period WVU
followed the national trend by growing from a few thousand students to nearly fifteen thousand.

 

From 1975 to the early 1990s, expansion gave way to diversification. The traditional student population
stopped growing by 1975, and  “boomers” were replaced by students from nontraditional backgrounds. An
unprecedented gender, racial, and ethnic diversification took place on college campuses, a trend encouraged
by federal civil rights legislation. To a lesser degree WVU was no exception, although its location in a rural
state with a small minority population forced the University to work harder to attract minorities than
institutions in proximity to urban areas.

 

The commercialization of higher education became a full-fledged movement by the 1990s. Major changes,
such as globalization, demographic shifts, a weak economy, and the triumph of the “market society,” all
accelerated the penetration of business values and practices into university life.  Like other public
universities, WVU was called upon to generate more of its own revenues. The University’s strategic
responses to these pressures reconstructed the state’s leading land grant into the large complex institution of
today.

 

As the only modern history of West Virginia University, this text reaches into the archives of the President’s
Office and makes exhaustive use of press accounts and interviews with key individuals to produce a detailed
resource for alumni, friends, and supporters of WVU, as well as administrators and specialists in higher



education. 
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From reader reviews:

Martina Joseph:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual
crowded place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated
the idea for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having
chance to remain than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific
Aspiring to Greatness: West Virginia University Since World War II book as nice and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Roberto Reyes:

The book untitled Aspiring to Greatness: West Virginia University Since World War II is the book that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you.
The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate.
You also will get the e-book of Aspiring to Greatness: West Virginia University Since World War II from
the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Benjamin Holmes:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Aspiring to Greatness: West Virginia
University Since World War II, you may enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
on its identified as reading friends.

Albert Lightner:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Aspiring to Greatness: West
Virginia University Since World War II is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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