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In 1631, at the epicenter of the worst excesses of the European witch-hunts, Friedrich Spee, a Jesuit priest,
published the Cautio Criminalis, a book speaking out against the trials that were sending thousands of
innocent people to gruesome deaths. Spee, who had himself ministered to women accused of witchcraft in
Germany, had witnessed firsthand the twisted logic and brutal torture used by judges and inquisitors.
Combined, these harsh prosecutorial measures led inevitably not only to a confession but to denunciations of
supposed accomplices, spreading the circle of torture and execution ever wider.

Driven by his priestly charge of enacting Christian charity, or love, Spee sought to expose the flawed
arguments and methods used by the witch-hunters. His logic is relentless as he reveals the contradictions
inherent in their arguments, showing there is no way for an innocent person to prove her innocence. And, he
questions, if the condemned witches truly are guilty, how could the testimony of these servants and allies of
Satan be reliable? Spee’s insistence that suspects, no matter how heinous the crimes of which they are
accused, possess certain inalienable rights is a timeless reminder for the present day.

The Cautio Criminalis is one of the most important and moving works in the history of witch trials and a
revealing documentation of one man’s unexpected humanity in a brutal age. Marcus Hellyer’s accessible
translation from the Latin makes it available to English-speaking audiences for the first time.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Wilkerson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Cautio Criminalis, or a Book on
Witch Trials (Studies in Early Modern German History). All type of book would you see on many sources.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Robin Norfleet:

The particular book Cautio Criminalis, or a Book on Witch Trials (Studies in Early Modern German History)
will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is
very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Cautio
Criminalis, or a Book on Witch Trials (Studies in Early Modern German History) is much recommended to
you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the
book.

Drew Dube:

Often the book Cautio Criminalis, or a Book on Witch Trials (Studies in Early Modern German History) has
a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by
the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Elizabeth Villalobos:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list is usually Cautio Criminalis, or a Book on Witch Trials (Studies
in Early Modern German History). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you
closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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