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The Attack Along the Washita River, Custer’s Last Victory and the Action That Led to the Plains
Indians’ United Quest for Retribution

The cold dawn of November 27, 1868, was the moment George Armstrong Custer had longed for ever since
the Civil War ended three years before. It was also the moment Black Kettle of the Cheyenne nation had
feared ever since he had survived the deadly attack on his people at Sand Creek, Colorado Territory. Custer,
who gloried in battle, was no longer the national hero, the celebrity he had been in wartime. He was a
forgotten man who had failed in his first Indian campaign the year before. He needed a resounding victory to
resurrect the attention he craved, and the sleepy Cheyenne village along the banks of the Washita
River—ironically near present-day Cheyenne, Oklahoma—proved irresistible. Custer led his 7th U.S.
Cavalry in an early morning charge that wiped out the encampment, killing those who resisted and some of
those who fled. Black Kettle’s Cheyenne had signed documents of peace with the U.S. Government as they
had done before Sand Creek, but once again that did not protect them. Custer ordered his troops to capture
women and children and traveled with these prisoners as a way to shield his column from a retaliatory strike
on their way back to their post. Called both a massacre and a battle, the action at the Washita River returned
Custer to national prominence as the “greatest Indian fighter of all.”

Coming Through Fire: George Armstrong Custer and Chief Black Kettle tells the converging stories of a
Civil War hero and a native warrior who met along the Washita River. Black Kettle had given up
fighting—he had “come through the fire”— and made his mark on treaty after treaty to try to save the
Cheyenne and their way of life from the encroachments of the U.S. government and white settlers. He
watched the government breach the terms of each treaty, yet he continued to work for a compromise,
knowing that negotiations were the only way his people could survive. But the flood of wagon trains and
settlements, the killing of the great buffalo herds, the new diseases and broken promises, political ambition,
naked greed, and continuing restrictions on land, food, and shelter persisted. As the U.S. Army, including
Custer, continued to attack and forceably move Indians to reservations despite treaties indicating otherwise,
Black Kettle’s dreams of peace were shattered. He ended his life face down in the freezing waters of the
Washita River, shot by one of Custer’s troopers. The “greatest Indian fighter” would not survive the Indian
Wars either, cut down near the Little Big Horn River, in part for his actions against Black Kettle and the
Cheyenne.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Cook:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Coming
Through Fire: George Armstrong Custer and Chief Black Kettle? Maybe it is being best activity for you.
You understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Robert Nobles:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Coming Through Fire: George Armstrong Custer and
Chief Black Kettle as the daily resource information.

Robert Delaney:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire
day to reading a reserve. The book Coming Through Fire: George Armstrong Custer and Chief Black Kettle
it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high
quality.

Bradford Bryant:

This Coming Through Fire: George Armstrong Custer and Chief Black Kettle is new way for you who has
attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Coming Through Fire: George Armstrong Custer and Chief Black Kettle can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
build itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book type. People who think
that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any



in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone.
So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book sort for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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