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Sex. Violence. Scandal. These are words we rarely associate with the sacred text of the Bible. Yet in this
brilliant new book, Jonathan Kirsch shows that the Old Testament is filled with some of the most startling
and explicit stories in all of Western literature. These tales of seduction and rape, voyeurism and
exhibitionism, intermarriage and illegitimacy, assassination and murder have been suppressed by religious
authorities throughout history precisely because they are so shocking. "You mean that's in the Bible?" is the
common reaction of the contemporary reader to the stories that Kirsch retells and explores.

In The Harlot by the Side of the Road, Kirsch recounts these suppressed and mistranslated tales in the grand
storytelling tradition. Here is the tale of Dinah, the young Israelite daughter raped by a princely suitor. The
price for her hand in marriage? The circumcision of every man in his kingdom. Here, too, is the story of
Lot's daughters, who, when faced with the possibility that they are the last survivors on earth, must copulate
with their drunken father to continue their race. And the story of Tamar, the harlot by the side of the road,
who must disguise herself as a prostitute and seduce her father-in-law in order to bear the child who has been
promised her.

Kirsch places each story within the political and social context of its time, and delves into the latest biblical
scholarship to explain why each story was originally censored. He also brings to light when and where each
story was first written down, and how it found its way into the Bible. And he shows how these stories have
something important to say to contemporary readers who might never pick up a Bible.

Kirsch reveals that the Bible's real power lies in its unflinching lessons in human nature. And he illuminates
the surprising modernity of the Bible's characters: these were, like us, people delicately balanced between
their destructive and generous natures. Certain to excite controversy and ignite intellectual debate, The
Harlot by the Side of the Road will undoubtedly be one of the year's most talked-about books.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Qualls:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere. The
information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider when those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Harlot by the Side of the Road as the daily resource information.

Larry Witcher:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Harlot by the
Side of the Road suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. The book
untitled Harlot by the Side of the Roadis a single of several books which everyone read now. This kind of
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that
you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily
to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Ella Nebel:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is actually Harlot by the Side of the Road. This book that is certainly qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this book you
can get many advantages.

Christine Smith:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year seemed to
be exactly added. This book Harlot by the Side of the Road was filled regarding science. Spend your time to
add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has different feel when they reading any
book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era
like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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