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In January 2006, a man tried to break Marcel Duchamp's Fountain sculpture with a small hammer. The
sculpted foot of Michelangelo's David was damaged in 1991 by a purportedly mentally-ill artist. With each
incident, artists and intellectuals must confront the unsettling dynamic between destruction and art.
Renowned art historian Dario Gamboni is the first to tackle this weighty issue in depth, exploring spectres of
censorship, iconoclasm and vandalism that surround such acts.
Initially galvanized by the sweeping obliteration of architecture and art under the Communist regimes of the
Soviet Union and eastern bloc countries, Gamboni investigated other instances of destroyed art and
architecture around the globe, uncovering a disquieting and surprisingly widespread phenomenon that still
thrives today. As he demonstrates through analyses of incidents occurring in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries in both the United States and Europe, a complex relationship exists among the evolution of modern
art, contemporary destruction of art, and the long history of iconoclasm. Gamboni probes the concept of
artists' rights, the power of political protest and the ways in which iconoclasm offers a unique interpretation
of society's relationship to art and material culture.
A compelling and thought-provoking study, The Destruction of Art forces us to rethink the ways that we
interact with art and react to its power to shock or subdue.
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From reader reviews:

Josue Denson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This The Destruction of Art:
Iconoclasm and Vandalism since the French Revolution (Picturing History) is our recommendation to make
you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Bernice Capps:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book The Destruction of Art: Iconoclasm and Vandalism since
the French Revolution (Picturing History) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the smart
phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Dallas Richardson:

Beside this particular The Destruction of Art: Iconoclasm and Vandalism since the French Revolution
(Picturing History) in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry
if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Destruction of Art:
Iconoclasm and Vandalism since the French Revolution (Picturing History) because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come
on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition
to read it from now!

Dave Arreola:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Destruction of Art: Iconoclasm and
Vandalism since the French Revolution (Picturing History) can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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