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From the Bible’s “Canst thou raise leviathan with a hook?” to Captain Ahab’s “From Hell’s heart I stab at
thee!,” from the trials of Job to the legends of Sinbad, whales have breached in the human imagination as
looming figures of terror, power, confusion, and mystery.

In the twentieth century, however, our understanding of and relationship to these superlatives of creation
underwent some astonishing changes, and with The Sounding of the Whale, D. Graham Burnett tells the
fascinating story of the transformation of cetaceans from grotesque monsters, useful only as wallowing kegs
of fat and fertilizer, to playful friends of humanity, bellwethers of environmental devastation, and, finally,
totems of the counterculture in the Age of Aquarius. When Burnett opens his story, ignorance reigns: even
Nature was misclassifying whales at the turn of the century, and the only biological study of the species was
happening in gruesome Arctic slaughterhouses. But in the aftermath of World War I, an international effort
to bring rational regulations to the whaling industry led to an explosion of global research—and regulations
that, while well-meaning, were quashed, or widely flouted, by whaling nations, the first shot in a battle that
continues to this day. The book closes with a look at the remarkable shift in public attitudes toward whales
that began in the 1960s, as environmental concerns and new discoveries about whale behavior combined to
make whales an object of sentimental concern and public adulation.

A sweeping history, grounded in nearly a decade of research, The Sounding of the Whale tells a remarkable
story of how science, politics, and simple human wonder intertwined to transform the way we see these
behemoths from below.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Johnson:

Here thing why this particular The Sounding of the Whale: Science and Cetaceans in the Twentieth Century
are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the content
of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Sounding of the Whale: Science and Cetaceans in
the Twentieth Century giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there
but there is no e-book that similar with The Sounding of the Whale: Science and Cetaceans in the Twentieth
Century. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in
the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park your car,
café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the branded
book maybe the form of The Sounding of the Whale: Science and Cetaceans in the Twentieth Century in e-
book can be your option.

Evan Miller:

Do you one among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The Sounding of the Whale: Science and Cetaceans in the Twentieth Century book
is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
involving The Sounding of the Whale: Science and Cetaceans in the Twentieth Century content conveys the
idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it
just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking The Sounding of the Whale: Science and
Cetaceans in the Twentieth Century is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Johnnie Colby:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the guide untitled The Sounding of the Whale: Science and Cetaceans in the
Twentieth Century can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Cynthia Cisneros:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known as
of book The Sounding of the Whale: Science and Cetaceans in the Twentieth Century. You can add your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to



read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one location to other
place.
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