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Although Gustav Mahler was a famous conductor in Vienna and New York, the music that he wrote was
condemned during his lifetime and for many years after his death in 1911. “Pages of dreary emptiness,”
sniffed a leading American conductor. Yet today, almost one hundred years later, Mahler has displaced
Beethoven as a box-office draw and exerts a unique influence on both popular music and film scores.
 
Mahler’s coming-of-age began with such 1960s phenomena as Leonard Bernstein’s boxed set of his
symphonies and Luchino Visconti’s film Death in Venice, which used Mahler’s music in its sound track. But
that was just the first in a series of waves that established Mahler not just as a great composer but also as an
oracle with a personal message for every listener. There are now almost two thousand recordings of his
music, which has become an irresistible launchpad for young maestros such as Gustavo Dudamel.
 
Why Mahler? Why does his music affect us in the way it does?
 
Norman Lebrecht, one of the world’s most widely read cultural commentators, has been wrestling
obsessively with Mahler for half his life. Pacing out his every footstep from birthplace to grave, scrutinizing
his manuscripts, talking to those who knew him, Lebrecht constructs a compelling new portrait of Mahler as
a man who lived determinedly outside his own times. Mahler was—along with Picasso, Einstein, Freud,
Kafka, and Joyce—a maker of our modern world.
 
“Mahler dealt with issues I could recognize,” writes Lebrecht, “with racism, workplace  chaos, social
conflict, relationship breakdown, alienation, depression, and the limitations of medical knowledge.” Why
Mahler? is a book that shows how music can change our lives.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Shepard:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book.
Looking at a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Why Mahler?:
How One Man and Ten Symphonies Changed Our World book since this book offers you rich data and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
know.

Donald Sams:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Why Mahler?: How One Man and Ten Symphonies Changed Our
World why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly guide you to pick up this book.

Chantal Dow:

You can obtain this Why Mahler?: How One Man and Ten Symphonies Changed Our World by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for
ones knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book by simply e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose appropriate ways for you.

Michael Clark:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Why Mahler?: How One Man and Ten Symphonies Changed Our World
can make you experience more interested to read.
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