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Starting at the turn of the century, most African American midwives in the South were gradually excluded
from reproductive health care. Gertrude Fraser shows how physicians, public health personnel, and state
legislators mounted a campaign ostensibly to improve maternal and infant health, especially in rural areas.
They brought traditional midwives under the control of a supervisory body, and eventually eliminated them.
In the writings and programs produced by these physicians and public health officials, Fraser finds a universe
of ideas about race, gender, the relationship of medicine to society, and the status of the South in the national
political and social economies.

Fraser also studies this experience through dialogues of memory. She interviews members of a rural Virginia
African American community that included not just retired midwives and their descendants, but anyone who
lived through this transformation in medical care--especially the women who gave birth at home attended by
a midwife. She compares these narrations to those in contemporary medical journals and public health
materials, discovering contradictions and ambivalence: was the midwife a figure of shame or pride? How did
one distance oneself from what was now considered "superstitious" or "backward" and at the same time
acknowledge and show pride in the former unquestioned authority of these beliefs and practices?

In an important contribution to African American studies and anthropology, African American Midwifery in
the South brings new voices to the discourse on the hidden world of midwives and birthing.
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From reader reviews:

Angie Dean:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled African American Midwifery in the South. Try to face the
book African American Midwifery in the South as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you
feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to
suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So
, we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Doris Seavey:

This African American Midwifery in the South book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world
is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This African American Midwifery in the South without we realize teach the one who reading through it
become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry African American Midwifery in the
South can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because
you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone. This African American Midwifery in the South
having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Liliana Stevens:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular African American Midwifery in the South can
give you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and
make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let me have African American Midwifery in the South.

Harold Scott:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news.
Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just searching for the African American Midwifery in the South when you needed it?
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