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Malise Ruthven tackles the polemic and stereotypes surrounding this complex phenomenon - one that eludes
sim today, a conclusion impossible to ignore since the events in New York on September 11 2001. But what
does 'fundamentalism' really mean?

Since it was coined by American Protestant evangelicals in the 1920s, the use of the term 'fundamentalist'
has expanded to include a diverse range of radical conservatives and ideological purists, not all religious.
Fundamentalism could now mean both militant Israeli settlers as well as the Islamist radicals who oppose
them, it can mean Christians, Hindus, animal liberationists, and even Buddhist nationalists. Ruthven
investigates fundamentalism's historical, social, religious, political, and
ideological roots, and tackles the polemic and stereotypes surrounding this complex phenomenon - one that
eludes simple definition, yet urgently needs to be understood.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Faye Berg:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Fundamentalism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions).

Maxine Ford:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can read the book. It
is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day long to
reading a book. The book Fundamentalism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) it is very
good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Wendy Fuller:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
book that need more time to be read. Fundamentalism: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
can be your answer since it can be read by a person who have those short free time problems.

William Sam:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Fundamentalism: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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