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Some of the most brutally intense infantry combat in World War II occurred within Germany's Hrtgen
Forest. Focusing on the bitterly fought battle between the American 22d Infantry Regiment and elements of
the German LXXIV Korps around Grosshau, Rush chronicles small-unit combat at its most extreme and
shows why, despite enormous losses, the Americans persevered in the Hurtgenwald "meat grinder," a battle
similar to two punch-drunk fighters staggering to survive the round.

On 16 November 1944, the 22d Infantry entered the Hurtgen Forest as part of the U.S. Army's drive to cross
the Roer River. During the next eighteen days, the 22d suffered more than 2,800 casualties or about 86
percent of its normal strength of about 3,250 officers and men. After three days of fighting, the regiment had
lost all three battalion commanders. After seven days, rifle company strengths stood at 50 percent and by
battle's end each had suffered nearly 140 percent casualties.

Despite these horrendous losses, the 22d Regiment survived and fought on, due in part to army personnel
policies that ensured that unit strengths remained high even during extreme combat. Previously wounded
soldiers returned to their units and new replacements, "green" to battle, arrived to follow the remaining
battle-hardened cadre. The attack halted only when no veterans remained to follow.

The German units in the Hurtgenwald suffered the same horrendous attrition, with one telling difference.
German replacement policy detracted from rather than enhanced German combat effectiveness.
Organizations had high paper strength but low manpower, and commanders consolidated decimated units
time after time until these ever-dwindling bands of soldiers disappeared forever: killed, wounded, captured,
or surrendered.

The performance of American and German forces during this harrowing eighteen days of combat was largely
a product of their respective backgrounds, training, and organization. This pre-battle aspect, not normally
seen in combat history, helps explain why the Americans were successful and the Germans were not.

Rush's work underscores both the horrors of combat and the resiliency of American organizations. While
honoring the sacrifice and triumph of the common soldier, it also compels us to reexamine our views on the
requisites for victory on the battlefield.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Summers:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Hell in
Hurtgen Forest: The Ordeal and Triumph of an American Infantry Regiment (Modern War Studies) (Modern
War Studies (Paperback)) suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. The
actual book untitled Hell in Hurtgen Forest: The Ordeal and Triumph of an American Infantry Regiment
(Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Paperback))is the main of several books which everyone read
now. This kind of book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication
you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple
way, thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount
of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

David Barthel:

The book untitled Hell in Hurtgen Forest: The Ordeal and Triumph of an American Infantry Regiment
(Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) is the e-book that recommended to you to learn.
You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use
to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when
write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book
of Hell in Hurtgen Forest: The Ordeal and Triumph of an American Infantry Regiment (Modern War
Studies) (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Marilyn Leonard:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This guide Hell in Hurtgen Forest: The Ordeal and Triumph of an American Infantry
Regiment (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) was filled concerning science. Spend
your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can really feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Roger Hodge:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Hell in Hurtgen Forest: The Ordeal and Triumph of an
American Infantry Regiment (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) was vibrant and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book Hell in Hurtgen Forest: The Ordeal and Triumph of an
American Infantry Regiment (Modern War Studies) (Modern War Studies (Paperback)) has many kinds or
style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think that
you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel



happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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