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Drawn in part from personal interviews with participants and witnesses, Herbert Braun’s analysis of the
riot’s roots, its patterns and consequences, provides a dramatic account of this historic turning point and an
illuminating look at the making of modern Colombia.

Braun’s narrative begins in the year 1930 in Bogotá, Colombia, when a generation of Liberals and
Conservatives came to power convinced they could kept he peace by being distant, dispassionate, and
rational. One of these politicians, Jorge Eliécer Gaitán, was different. Seeking to bring about a society of
merit, mass participation, and individualism, he exposed the private interests of the reigning politicians and
engendered a passionate relationship with his followers. His assassination called forth urban crowds that
sought to destroy every visible evidence of public authority of a society they felt no longer had the moral
right to exist.

This is a book about behavior in public: how the actors—the political elite, Gaitán, and the
crowds—explained and conducted themselves in public, what they said and felt, and what they sought to
preserve or destroy, is the evidence on which Braun draws to explain the conflicts contained in Colombian
history. The author demonstrates that the political culture that was emerging through these tensions offered
the hope of a peaceful transition to a more open, participatory, and democratic society.

“Most Colombians regard Jorge Eliécer Gaitán as a pivotal figure in their nation’s history, whose
assassination on April 9, 1948 irrevocably changed the course of events in the twentieth century. . . . As
biography, social history, and political analysis, Braun’s book is a tour de force.”—Jane M. Rausch,
Hispanic American Historical Review
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From reader reviews:

Tony Edwin:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a guide. The book The Assassination of Gaitán: Public Life and Urban Violence in
Colombia it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy
the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too
costly but this book offers high quality.

Norris Patterson:

The book untitled The Assassination of Gaitán: Public Life and Urban Violence in Colombia contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous
author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book because
you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.

William Powell:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This The Assassination of Gaitán: Public
Life and Urban Violence in Colombia is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It
is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Mandi Rice:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From
the book The Assassination of Gaitán: Public Life and Urban Violence in Colombia we can acquire more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a book. Only
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book The
Assassination of Gaitán: Public Life and Urban Violence in Colombia. You can more desirable than now.
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