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From the potent properties of X rays evoked in Thomas Mann's Magic Mountain to the miniaturized surgical
team of the classic science fiction film Fantastic Voyage, the possibility of peering into the inner reaches of
the body has engaged the twentieth-century popular and scientific imagination. Drawing on examples that
are international in scope, The Transparent Body examines the dissemination of medical images to a popular
audience, advancing the argument that medical imaging technologies are the material embodiment of
collective desires and fantasies - the most pervasive of which is the ideal of transparency itself. The
Transparent Body traces the cultural context and wider social impact of such medical imaging practices as X
ray and endoscopy, ultrasound imaging of fetuses, the filming and broadcasting of surgical operations, the
creation of plastinated corpses for display as art objects, and the use of digitized cadavers in anatomical
study.

In the early twenty-first century, the interior of the body has become a pervasive cultural presence - as
accessible to the public eye as to the physician's gaze. Jose van Dijck explores the multifaceted interactions
between medical images and cultural ideologies that have brought about this situation. The Transparent Body
unfolds the complexities involved in medical images and their making, illuminating their uses and meanings
both within and outside of medicine. Van Dijck demonstrates the ways in which the ability to render the
inner regions of the human body visible - and the proliferation of images of the body's interior in popular
media - affect our view of corporeality and our understanding of health and disease. Written in an engaging
style that brings thought-provoking cultural intersections vividly to life, The Transparent Body will be of
special interest to those in media studies, cultural studies, science and technology studies, medical
humanities, and the history of medicine.

Jose van Dijck is professor of media and culture and chair of the Media Studies Department, University of
Amsterdam. She is the author of Imagenation: Popular Images of Genetics and Manufacturing Babies and
Public Consent: Debating the New Reproductive Technologies.

"The Transparent Body is significant not simply because the issues it addresses are timely, but also because
it develops a sophisticated critical perspective on a nexus of disciplinary practices: new media, film, literary
and cultural studies, biology, and, of course, critical studies of the body." - T. Hugh Crawford, Georgia
Institute of Technology
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From reader reviews:

Heather Roberts:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Transparent Body: a cultural analysis of medical imaging
(In vivo). Try to make the book The Transparent Body: a cultural analysis of medical imaging (In vivo) as
your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated
with course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes
you far more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience
and knowledge with this book.

Thomas Burke:

The book The Transparent Body: a cultural analysis of medical imaging (In vivo) will bring someone to the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book The Transparent Body: a cultural analysis of
medical imaging (In vivo) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Jennifer Gallant:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Transparent Body: a cultural
analysis of medical imaging (In vivo) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation The
Transparent Body: a cultural analysis of medical imaging (In vivo) as good book not only by the cover but
also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you
have to listening to another sixth sense.

Merlin Doyle:

This The Transparent Body: a cultural analysis of medical imaging (In vivo) is completely new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper
you upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading
this The Transparent Body: a cultural analysis of medical imaging (In vivo) can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books
produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there isn't
any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you



actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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