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A vivid blow-by-blow of the controversies that have wracked the Catholic Church during the past twenty
yearsLiberation theology, birth control, women's ordination, inclusive language, "radical feminism,"
homosexuality, religious pluralism, human rights in the church, and the roles of bishops and theologians-one
man has stood at the dead center of all these controversial issues: Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger. A teenage
American POW as the Third Reich crumbled and a progressive wunderkind at the Second Vatican Council,
Ratzinger, for twenty years, has been head of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (until 1908
known as the Sacred Congregation of the Roman and Universal Inquisition, or Holy Office). The book goes
a long way toward explaining the central enigma surrounding Ratzinger: How did this erstwhile liberal end
up as the chief architect of the third great wave of repression in Catholic theology in the twentieth century?
Based on extensive interviews with Ratzinger's students and colleagues, as well as research in archives in
both Bavaria and the United States, Allen's account shows that Ratzinger's deep suspicion of "the world," his
preoccupation with human sinfulness, and his demand for rock-solid loyalty to the church run deep. They
reach into his childhood "in the shadow of the Nazis" and reflect his formative theological influences:
Augustine, Bonaventure, and Martin Luther(!) rather than the world-affirming Thomas Aquinas. When the
cardinals of the Catholic Church next gather in the Sistine Chapel to elect a pope, Allen argues, they will in
effect be deciding whether to continue the policies Ratzinger has been the central force in shaping."The
servility of the sycophants, of those who shy from and shun every collision, who prize above all their calm
complacency, is not true obedience. . . . What the church needs today as always are not adulators to extol the
status quo, but men whose humility and obedience are not less than their passion for the truth; . . .men who
love the church more than the ease and the unruffled course of their personal destiny."-Joseph Ratzinger
(1962)>
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From reader reviews:

Sylvester Wedding:

This Cardinal Ratzinger: The Vatican's Enforcer of the Faith book is not really ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get.
This specific Cardinal Ratzinger: The Vatican's Enforcer of the Faith without we recognize teach the one
who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Cardinal Ratzinger:
The Vatican's Enforcer of the Faith can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves'
turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Cardinal
Ratzinger: The Vatican's Enforcer of the Faith having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will
not feel uninterested in reading.

Charlene Rodriquez:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Cardinal Ratzinger: The Vatican's Enforcer of the Faith, you may tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Jeffrey Stampley:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This book Cardinal Ratzinger: The Vatican's Enforcer of the Faith was filled
concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a book,
you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Ollie Nadeau:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Cardinal Ratzinger: The Vatican's Enforcer
of the Faith to make your personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when
you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about
book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and read it. Beside
that the book Cardinal Ratzinger: The Vatican's Enforcer of the Faith can to be your friend when you're



experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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