
Crucifixion by Power: Essays on Guatemalan
National Social Structure, 1944-1966

Richard Newbold Adams

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00KIRNP0M
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00KIRNP0M
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00KIRNP0M


Crucifixion by Power: Essays on Guatemalan National Social
Structure, 1944-1966

Richard Newbold Adams

Crucifixion by Power: Essays on Guatemalan National Social Structure, 1944-1966 Richard Newbold
Adams

"Quite the contrary of old generals, nations do not fade away; they have to be killed."

Richard Adams' view of the nation as a basic social unit is central to this pioneering study in social
anthropology. The result of many years of research in Guatemala, this volume utilizes the author's fieldwork
as well as that of his colleagues and students to construct a set of concepts explaining how Guatemala
reached the difficult circumstances in which it found itself in the 1960s—and still finds itself today.

With the breakup of the great colonial empires after the Second World War, the curtain that had been drawn
around Marx by Western social scientists fell away; countries once called "primitive" began to be seen as
"underdeveloped," while those once thought to be stable and advanced began to appear predatory and
conflict ridden. The theme of Mr. Adams' book is that, in the world as a whole, there is a structural escalation
of power concentration.

The author believes that Guatemala, as a small nation within the general domain of the United States, is
caught in the developmental hinterland of that powerful neighbor and that the United States, within its own
capitalistic development pattern and in competition with other leading world powers, cannot allow the
smaller nation to resolve its own political and social problems. Thus Guatemala, he declares, finds itself
crucified by unyielding and uncontrollable power plays beyond its national borders.

As a background for the study of specific sectors in Guatemalan society, the author discusses the theoretical
nature of complex societies. He shows the cohesive force of a nation to be its power structure and then
examines mechanisms whereby this structure is kept intact in Guatemala. Special emphasis is given to the
lack of access to power by the poor, the development of the military, the organization of power within the
Catholic Church, and the expansion of upper-sector interest groups.

While there was important growth in the power of upper-sector Guatemalan society over the two decades of
the study, there was no comparable increase in distribution; the position of the lower sectors within the
power structure has therefore changed very slightly. "Development," then, in
Guatemala was principally in terms of what was advantageous to the major powers.
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From reader reviews:

Hazel Polk:

With other case, little folks like to read book Crucifixion by Power: Essays on Guatemalan National Social
Structure, 1944-1966. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important a book Crucifixion by Power: Essays on Guatemalan National Social Structure, 1944-1966.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's read.

Molly Edwards:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or even their
experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this Crucifixion by
Power: Essays on Guatemalan National Social Structure, 1944-1966.

Paul Lopez:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Crucifixion by Power: Essays
on Guatemalan National Social Structure, 1944-1966 that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by
means of reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to
know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly
that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So
, for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you can pick Crucifixion by Power: Essays on
Guatemalan National Social Structure, 1944-1966 become your own personal starter.

Gail Nugent:

This Crucifixion by Power: Essays on Guatemalan National Social Structure, 1944-1966 is great reserve for
you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and also
have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we
can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely



delivering sentences. Having Crucifixion by Power: Essays on Guatemalan National Social Structure, 1944-
1966 in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no
reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So , this is good
reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?
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