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Eleanor Agnes Lee, Robert E. Lee's fifth child, began her journal in December 1852 at the early age of
twelve. An articulate young woman, her stated ambitions were modest: "The everyday life of a little school
girl of twelve years is not startling," she observed in April 1853; but in fact, her five-year record of a
southern girl's life is lively, unpredictable, and full of interesting detail.

The journal opens with a description of the Lee family life in their beloved home, Arlington. Like many
military families, the Lees moved often, but Agnes and her family always thought of Arlington -- "with its
commanding view, fine old trees, and the soft wild luxuriance of its woods" -- as home. When Lee was
appointed the superintendent of West Point, the family reluctantly moved with him to the military academy,
but wherever she happened to be, Agnes engagingly described weddings, lavish dinners, concerts, and fancy
dress balls.

No mere social butterfly, she also recounted hours teaching slaves (an illegal act at that time) and struggling
with her conscience. Often she questioned her own spiritual worthiness; in fact, Agnes expressed herself
most openly and ardently when examining her religious commitment and reflecting on death. As pious as
whe was eager to improve herself, Agnes prayed that "He would satisfy that longing within me to do
something to be something."

In 1855 General Lee went to Texas, while his young daughter was enrolled in the elite Virginia Female
Institute in Staunton. Agnes' letters to her parents complete the picture that she has given us of herself -- an
appealingly conscientious young girl who had a sense of humor, who strove to live up to her parents'
expectations, and who returned fully the love so abundantly given to her.

Agnes' last journal entry was made in January 1858, only three years before the Civil War began. In 1873
she died at Lexington at the young age of thirty-two.

The volume continues with recollections by Mildred Lee, the youngest of the Lee children, about her sister
Agnes' death and the garden at Arlington. "I wish I could paint that dear old garden!" she writes. "I have seen
others, adorned and beautified by Kings and princes, but none ever seemed so fair to me, as the Kingdom of
my childhood."

Growing Up in the 1850s includes an introduction by Robert Edward Lee deButts, Jr., great-great-grandson
of General Lee, and a historical note about Arlington House by Mary Tyler Freeman Cheek, Director for
Virginia of the Robert E. Lee Memorial Association. The editor, Mary Custis Lee deButts, is Agnes Lee's
niece.
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From reader reviews:

Janet Speer:

The book Growing Up in the 1850s: The Journal of Agnes Lee will bring someone to the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new
book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Growing Up in the 1850s: The Journal of Agnes Lee
is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Marlene Turner:

The e-book with title Growing Up in the 1850s: The Journal of Agnes Lee includes a lot of information that
you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new information
the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Mariano Smith:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be learn.
Growing Up in the 1850s: The Journal of Agnes Lee can be your answer mainly because it can be read by
you actually who have those short time problems.

Ernest Nunez:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but additionally novel and Growing Up in the 1850s: The Journal of Agnes
Lee or maybe others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes
Growing Up in the 1850s: The Journal of Agnes Lee to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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