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Founded in the forested mountains of ChinaOs remote Jiangxi Province in 1958, the Communist Labor
University, along with some 100 branch campuses, introduced uneducated farmers and peasants to basic
agricultural science and farming techniques through an innovative work-study program until 1980. Drawing
on a wealth of archival materials, John Cleverley here explores the inner workings of this unique Chinese
institution and the direct personal involvement in its affairs by the nationOs key communist leaders,
including Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, Zhu De, and Deng Xiaoping. The community would survive the dictates
of political agriculture, famine and pestilence, and the Cultural Revolution, thus mirroring higher education's
own cycle of expansion, contraction, and division. Yet the university could not avoid the bitter factional
politics and deadly power plays of the 1970s. Open to the charge that it was a utopian experiment, another of
Mao's great follies, its undoing was part of the larger canvas of ChinaOs shift from a Maoist vision to
DengOs philosophy of pragmatic socialism. This fascinating story illuminates the internal and external
politics of an innovative educational enterprise from both an institutional and personal perspective. In the
process, the book underscores the larger issues of educational reform and political and social change in
China.
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From reader reviews:

Vera Forde:

The experience that you get from In the Lap of Tigers: The Communist Labor University of Jiangxi Province
will be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but In the Lap of Tigers: The
Communist Labor University of Jiangxi Province giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of
this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this kind of In the Lap of Tigers: The Communist Labor University of Jiangxi
Province instantly.

Justin Price:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this In the
Lap of Tigers: The Communist Labor University of Jiangxi Province.

Leslie White:

Often the book In the Lap of Tigers: The Communist Labor University of Jiangxi Province has a lot details
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Walter Burchett:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic
as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be In the Lap of Tigers: The Communist Labor
University of Jiangxi Province why because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content
will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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