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The wager fragment in Blaise Pascal’s Penseés opens with the phrase "infini rien"—"infinite
nothing"—which is meant to describe the human condition. Pascal was responding to what was, even in the
seventeenth century, becoming a pressing human problem: we seem to be able to know much about the
world but less about ourselves.

The traditional European view of human beings as creatures made in the image of God and potentially
capable of a mystical union with God was increasingly confounded by the difficulty of finding God in
nature. Despite his own scientific work, however, Pascal argued that if one does not know whether or not
God exists, one should bet that he does: if one is right the rewards are infinitely good and, if one is wrong,
what one has lost is, by comparison, utterly trivial.

The argument behind this wager is one of the most celebrated—and disputed—in the history of philosophy.
It has been seen in terms of the calculus of probabilities, as a piece of religious apologetic, as an event in the
religious and psychological life of Pascal himself, and as an event in the life of the Jansenist movement and
its various expressions at Port-Royal.

In this book, Leslie Armour explores the underlying logic of ideas brought to the surface by the intersection
of two philosophical lines of thought. He shows that Pascal had come to philosophy by way of two particular
strands of Platonism, one strongly mystical, associated with the founder of the French Oratorian order, Pierre
de Bérulle, and the other the Augustinian Platonism associated with Duvergier de Hauranne and Cornelius
Jansen. At the same time Pascal was engaged in an internal struggle with skepticism. While he agreed that it
is difficult to find God in physical nature, he disagreed with the claim that we know nothing of nature. The
problem is that the human being is both infinite and nothing.

Thus, Armour locates Pascal’s wager within the confluence of a vital neo-Platonism and an intellectually
powerful skepticism. He concludes that even today, "If we must act and cannot know enough, we must bet."
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Morgan:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon.
The "Infini Rien": Pascal's Wager and the Human Paradox (Journal on the History of Philosophy) provide
you with a new experience in reading a book.

Daniel Weimer:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet,
newspaper, book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The
particular book that recommended for your requirements is "Infini Rien": Pascal's Wager and the Human
Paradox (Journal on the History of Philosophy) this e-book consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Eric Bass:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to right now there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this "Infini Rien": Pascal's Wager and the Human Paradox (Journal on the
History of Philosophy) can make you experience more interested to read.

Manuel Rodriguez:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book "Infini Rien": Pascal's Wager and the
Human Paradox (Journal on the History of Philosophy) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill
of reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like



to start a book and examine it. Beside that the guide "Infini Rien": Pascal's Wager and the Human Paradox
(Journal on the History of Philosophy) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of their time.
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