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Paul J. Vanderwood offers a fascinating look at the events, beliefs, and circumstances that have motivated
popular devotion to Juan Soldado, a Mexican folk saint. In his mortal incarnation, Juan Soldado was Juan
Castillo Morales, a twenty-four-year-old soldier convicted of and quickly executed for the rape and murder
of eight-year-old Olga Camacho in Tijuana in 1938. Immediately after Morales’s death, many people began
to doubt the evidence of his guilt, or at least the justice of his brutal execution. People reported seeing blood
seeping from his grave and hearing his soul cry out protesting his innocence. Soon the “martyred” Morales
was known as Juan Soldado, or John the Soldier. Believing that those who have died unjustly sit closest to
God, people began visiting Morales’s grave asking for favors. Within months of his death, the young soldier
had become a popular saint. He is not recognized by the Catholic Church, yet thousands of people have made
pilgrimages to his gravesite. While Juan Soldado is well known in Tijuana, southern California’s Mexican
American community, and beyond, this book is the first to situate his story within a broader exploration of
how and why popular canonizations such as his take root and flourish.

In addition to conducting extensive archival research, Vanderwood interviewed central actors in the events of
1938, including Olga Camacho’s mother, citizens who rioted to demand Morales’s release to a lynch mob,
those who witnessed his execution, and some of the earliest believers in his miraculous powers. Vanderwood
also interviewed many present-day visitors to the shrine at Morales’s grave. He describes them, their
petitions—for favors such as health, a good marriage, or safe passage into the United States—and how they
reconcile their belief in Juan Soldado with their Catholicism. Vanderwood puts the events of 1938 within the
context of Depression-era Tijuana and he locates people’s devotion, then and now, within the history of
extra-institutional religious activity. In Juan Soldado, a gripping true-crime mystery opens up into a much
larger and more elusive mystery of faith and belief.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Cunningham:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly
because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this Juan Soldado: Rapist, Murderer, Martyr,
Saint (American Encounters/Global Interactions) to read.

Melanie Ratcliff:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Juan Soldado: Rapist, Murderer, Martyr, Saint (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will
find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with Juan Soldado: Rapist, Murderer, Martyr,
Saint (American Encounters/Global Interactions) content conveys prospect easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you
even now thinking Juan Soldado: Rapist, Murderer, Martyr, Saint (American Encounters/Global
Interactions) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Roman Leonard:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find reserve that
need more time to be read. Juan Soldado: Rapist, Murderer, Martyr, Saint (American Encounters/Global
Interactions) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short extra time problems.

Robert Perkins:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Juan Soldado: Rapist, Murderer,
Martyr, Saint (American Encounters/Global Interactions) which is having the e-book version. So , why not
try out this book? Let's see.
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