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Ian Hamilton Finlay (1925–2006) was one of Scotland's leading twentieth-century public intellectuals, and
famously one of its most brilliant and combative correspondents. His letters raise issues of particular and
widespread interest both within Scotland and further afield. His correspondence with Stephen Bann, the
English poet and academic, have a very special place in this context. These letters present in a clear and
commensurable form the development of his ideas about poetry and art, and increasingly about sculpture and
gardening, over this critical five-year period of his creative life.

The letters begin when Bann was still a student at Cambridge, and Finlay was living in considerable hardship
in Edinburgh, though he already had a significant international reputation as a poet. They reveal in
fascinating and intimate detail the poet's developing creative process, and also record his often turbulent
relationship to the worlds of literature, art, and critical journalism. When he settles in Lanarkshire, he begins
to develop the ideas that will result in the creation of the world-famous sculpture garden known as Little
Sparta.

This book, edited, introduced, and annotated by Bann himself, is a unique and compelling self-portrait of the
man who is now recognized not only as a great poet, but also as a major artist and one of the most original
garden designers of modern times.

Stephen Bann is a poet, historian, and cultural critic. He is an emeritus professor of the history of art at
Bristol University, and the author of numerous books and articles.
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From reader reviews:

Johnna Chapin:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their skill in writing,
they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this Midway: Letters from
Ian Hamilton Finlay to Stephen Bann 1964-69.

Michael Carr:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Midway: Letters from Ian Hamilton Finlay to Stephen
Bann 1964-69 it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book provides high quality.

Shaun Sae:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Midway: Letters from Ian Hamilton
Finlay to Stephen Bann 1964-69, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Ryan Harrison:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics,



and also soon. The Midway: Letters from Ian Hamilton Finlay to Stephen Bann 1964-69 will give you new
experience in reading a book.
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