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Americans and Israelis have often thought that their nations were chosen, in perpetuity, to do God’s work.
This belief in divine election is a potent, living force, one that has guided and shaped both peoples and
nations throughout their history and continues to do so to this day. Through great adversity and despite
serious challenges, Americans and Jews, leaders and followers, have repeatedly faced the world fortified by
a sense that their nation has a providential destiny.

As Todd Gitlin and Liel Leibovitz argue in this original and provocative book, what unites the two allies in a
“special friendship” is less common strategic interests than this deep-seated and lasting theological belief
that they were chosen by God.

The United States and Israel each has understood itself as a nation placed on earth to deliver a singular
message of enlightenment to a benighted world. Each has stumbled through history wrestling with this
strange concept of chosenness, trying both to grasp the meaning of divine election and to bear the burden it
placed them under. It was this idea that provided an indispensable justification when the Americans made a
revolution against Britain, went to war with and expelled the Indians, expanded westward, built an overseas
empire, and most recently waged war in Iraq. The equivalent idea gave rise to the Jewish people in the first
place, sustained them in exodus and exile, and later animated the Zionist movement, inspiring the Israelis to
vanquish their enemies and conquer the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. Everywhere you look in American
and Israeli history, the idea of chosenness is there.

The Chosen Peoples delivers a bold new take on both nations’ histories. It shows how deeply the idea of
chosenness has affected not only their enthusiasts but also their antagonists. It digs deeply beneath the
superficialities of headlines, the details of negotiations, the excuses and justifications that keep cropping up
for both nations’ successes and failures. It shows how deeply ingrained is the idea of a chosen people in both
nations’ histories—and yet how complicated that idea really is. And it offers interpretations of chosenness
that both nations dearly need in confronting their present-day quandaries.

 Weaving together history, theology, and politics, The Chosen Peoples vividly retells the dramatic story of
two nations bound together by a wild and sacred idea, takes unorthodox perspectives on some of our time’s
most searing conflicts, and offers an unexpected conclusion: only by taking the idea of chosenness seriously,
wrestling with its meaning, and assuming its responsibilities can both nations thrive.
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From reader reviews:

David Brouwer:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem
or even exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Chosen Peoples: America, Israel, and the Ordeals of
Divine Election.

Matthew Simons:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Chosen Peoples: America, Israel, and the Ordeals of
Divine Election book is readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts
here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want
to deliver to you. The writer involving The Chosen Peoples: America, Israel, and the Ordeals of Divine
Election content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking The Chosen Peoples:
America, Israel, and the Ordeals of Divine Election is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Ali Ellison:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Chosen Peoples: America, Israel, and
the Ordeals of Divine Election was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The
Chosen Peoples: America, Israel, and the Ordeals of Divine Election has many kinds or genre. Start from
kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think that you
are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in which.

Dona Henry:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. Within this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search of the
The Chosen Peoples: America, Israel, and the Ordeals of Divine Election when you essential it?
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