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Willem de Kooning, one of the great pioneers of Abstract Expressionism, experimented with the human form
throughout his career. An artist deeply skeptical about Western ideals of beauty, he focused on anatomical
fragmentation and spatial ambiguity to express the fleeting nature of the individual. This strikingly designed
book, published in conjunction with an exhibition originating at The Museum of Contemporary Art, Los
Angeles, explores de Kooning's drawings of the female form between 1940 and 1955. It reveals an artist who
struggled to eliminate traditional barriers between drawing and painting as he explored ambiguities between
the figure and its background.

De Kooning relied on early-twentieth-century abstraction in his initial attempts to redefine the figure,
drawing and re-drawing the same line until he resolved the image. Beginning in 1947-49, he synthesized
abstraction and figuration, dismembering figures and rearranging them with seeming randomness. As his
figural compositions developed, geometric configurations transformed into architectural elements
(suggesting windows, doors, mirrors, paintings, and furniture) to create ambiguous space. In 1951, de
Kooning abruptly returned to depictions of women. Using turbulent brushwork, he turned female figures into
monumental, intentionally vulgar, wildly distorted images whose parts read alternately as flat pattern and
fully rounded forms. The effect is an almost violent sensuality.

The artist's later style differed dramatically from that of earlier decades. Familiar shapes and hues suggest
that women remain in his works, yet they are distorted beyond recognition as if seen from underwater. As
put by Thomas Hess, the artist's friend and critic, "Woman, for de Kooning, is the human equivalent of
water; more than a vessel, she embodies it in planes of rippling flesh."

EXHIBITION SCHEDULE

http://www.artcommotion.com/Issue2/moca/home.html The Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles

February 10, 2002-May 5, 2002

http://www.nga.gov/home.htm The National Gallery of Art, Washington, D.C..
September 29, 2002-January 5, 2003



http://www.sfmoma.org/ The San Francisco Museum of Modern Art
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From reader reviews:

Charlene Rodriquez:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Willem de Kooning: Tracing
the Figure? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Michelle Huffman:

The knowledge that you get from Willem de Kooning: Tracing the Figure is a more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but Willem de Kooning: Tracing the Figure giving you excitement feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read this because the author of this book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We highly recommend you for having this Willem de Kooning: Tracing the Figure
instantly.

Dollie Simmons:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the book untitled Willem de Kooning: Tracing the Figure can be great book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.

Sabrina Crockett:

This Willem de Kooning: Tracing the Figure is great guide for you because the content and that is full of
information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. That book
reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you
are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Willem de Kooning:
Tracing the Figure in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one.
We can say that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do
that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?
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