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No literary figure of the 18th-century was more esteemed than the poet Alexander Pope, and his sculpted
portraits exemplify the celebration of literary fame at a period when authorship was being newly conceived
and the portrait bust was enjoying new popularity. Accompanying an exhibition at Waddesdon Manor (The
Rothschild Collection), this publication explores the convergence between authorship, portraiture, and the
sculpted image in particular, by bringing together a wide range of works that foreground Pope’s celebrity
status.

Pope took great pains over how he was represented and carefully fashioned his public persona through
images, published letters and the printed editions of his works. Examined alongside some of the most
celebrated painted portraits of the poet, will be a selection of the printed texts which Pope planned with
meticulous care. The core of the publication will consist of eight different versions of the same portrait bust
by the leading sculptor of the period, Louis François Roubiliac.

The marble bust had long been seen as a form appropriate for the celebration of literary fame and Pope’s bust
in part imitates those of classical authors whose works he both translated and consciously imitated in his own
poems. More than any other sculptor, Roubiliac reworked the conventions of the bust, transforming it into a
genre that was considered worthy of close and sustained attention. Nowhere is this seen more tellingly than
in his compelling and intense portraits of Pope. Based on a vividly modeled clay original, the variant marble
versions were carved with arresting virtuosity, recalling Pope’s own phrase, “Marble, soften’d into Life”. At
the same time, the image was reproduced by both the sculptor himself and by others, in a variety of
materials.

Multiplied and reproduced throughout the 18th century, Pope’s bust was the most familiar and visible sign of
his authorial fame. At the same time, it was also used as a way of articulating friendship – a constant theme
in Pope’s verse - and all the early versions of Roubiliac’s bust were probably executed for Pope’s closest
friends. By bringing together the eight versions thought to have been executed by Roubiliac and his studio,
and a number of other copies in marble, plaster and ceramic, this publication will offer the opportunity to
explore not only the complex relationship between these various versions but the hitherto little understood
processes of sculptural production and replication in eighteenth-century Britain.
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From reader reviews:

Lydia Sanders:

The feeling that you get from Fame and Friendship: Pope, Roubiliac and the Portrait Bust (Waddesdon
Manor) is the more deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Fame and Friendship: Pope, Roubiliac and
the Portrait Bust (Waddesdon Manor) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand
then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific
Fame and Friendship: Pope, Roubiliac and the Portrait Bust (Waddesdon Manor) instantly.

Rose Duprey:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended for you is Fame and Friendship: Pope, Roubiliac and the Portrait Bust (Waddesdon
Manor) this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book
acceptable all of you.

Marylou Standley:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular Fame and Friendship: Pope, Roubiliac and the
Portrait Bust (Waddesdon Manor) can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this one book
you have factor that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have
Fame and Friendship: Pope, Roubiliac and the Portrait Bust (Waddesdon Manor).

Clarence Williams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Different categories of



books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Fame and Friendship: Pope, Roubiliac and
the Portrait Bust (Waddesdon Manor).
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