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“Wonderful . . . a thoughtful discussion of what made [the Greeks] so important, in their own time and in
ours.”—Natalie Haynes, Independent

The ancient Greeks invented democracy, theater, rational science, and philosophy. They built the Parthenon
and the Library of Alexandria. They wrote down the timeless myths of Odysseus and Oedipus, and the
histories of Leonidas’s three hundred Spartans and Alexander the Great. But understanding these uniquely
influential people has been hampered by their diffusion across the entire Mediterranean. Most ancient Greeks
did not live in what is now Greece but in settlements scattered across Turkey, Syria, Egypt, Libya, France,
Italy, Bulgaria, Russia, and Ukraine. They never formed a single unified social or political entity. Acclaimed
classics scholar Edith Hall’s Introducing the Ancient Greeks is the first book to offer a synthesis of the entire
ancient Greek experience, from the rise of the Mycenaean kingdoms of the sixteenth century BC to the final
victory of Christianity over paganism in AD 391.

Each of the ten chapters visits a different Greek community at a different moment during the twenty
centuries of ancient Greek history. In the process, the book makes a powerful original argument: A cluster of
unique qualities made the Greeks special and made them the right people, at the right time, to take up the
baton of human progress. According to Herodotus, the father of history, what made all Greeks identifiably
Greek was their common descent from the same heroes, the way they sacrificed to their gods, their rules of
decent behavior, and their beautiful language. Edith Hall argues, however, that their mind-set was just as
important as their awe-inspiring achievements. They were rebellious, individualistic, inquisitive, open-
minded, witty, rivalrous, admiring of excellence, articulate, and addicted to pleasure. But most important was
their continuing identity as mariners, the restless seagoing lifestyle that brought them into contact with
ethnically diverse peoples in countless new settlements, and the constant stimulus to technological
innovation provided by their intense relationship with the sea.

Expertly researched and elegantly told, Introducing the Ancient Greeks is an indispensable contribution to
our understanding of the Greeks.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Alvarez:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Introducing the Ancient Greeks:
From Bronze Age Seafarers to Navigators of the Western Mind book as starter and daily reading publication.
Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Thomas Deleon:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Introducing the Ancient Greeks: From Bronze Age Seafarers to
Navigators of the Western Mind can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Annie Smith:

This Introducing the Ancient Greeks: From Bronze Age Seafarers to Navigators of the Western Mind is
brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some information because it relief your hunger info.
Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little bit of
digest in reading this Introducing the Ancient Greeks: From Bronze Age Seafarers to Navigators of the
Western Mind can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yep I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this guide is
the answer. So there is not any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life
along with knowledge.

Roxie Jenkins:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And also you know
that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial



number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Introducing the
Ancient Greeks: From Bronze Age Seafarers to Navigators of the Western Mind.
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