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Literary Nonfiction. LGBT Studies. Italian American Studies. Edited by Joseph Anthony LoGiudice and
Michael Carosone. OUR NAKED LIVES: ESSAYS FROM GAY ITALIAN AMERICAN MEN includes
essays by Michael Carosone, John D'Emilio, Charles Derry, George De Stefano, Joseph A. Federico, Joseph
Anthony LoGiudice, Michael Luongo, David Masello, Tommi Avicolli Mecca, Joe Oppedisano, Felice
Picano, Frank Anthony Polito, Michael Schiavi, Frank Spinelli, and Tony Tripoli.

The impetus for this book derived from Michael's thesis on the marginalization of Italian American literature
for his master's degree in English. While conducting his research, Michael stumbled upon two books of gay
Italian American writings. The only two books! At first, Michael was excited with his discovery. Then
disappointment and anger erased the excitement when he realized that Gay Italian American identities and
voices were not represented in literature, especially Italian American literature and Queer literature. So, we
talked about how both of our identities—Gay and Italian American—never appeared throughout our years of
formal education. Those two characters were never written in the scenes; those two actors were never given
roles on the stage. And we wondered how much longer this would continue, and how much more we were
able to tolerate. The purpose of this book is to present these essays that inform on the experiences of these
men and their lives as part of the diverse fabric of American society. The lives of these writers are complex
because they are forced to conform into a society that demands that they do not express their sexual and
ethnic identities, with pride, in positive ways. As sexual and ethnic minorities, these men experience double
discrimination. Many people will ask why this book is important and unique, and why this group of men is
important and unique. Our answer to that often ubiquitous and trite question is this: Our identities, voices,
words, and lives are important and unique because the intersection of our sexuality and ethnicity does not
allow us to fit in to the mainstream American society and culture, thereby keeping us in the margins. And it
should be common sense and common knowledge by now, in the twenty-first century, that no human being
deserves to be marginalized for any reason.
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From reader reviews:

Lurline Silvester:

Here thing why this Our Naked Lives: Essays from Gay Italian American Men (Via Folios) are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Our Naked Lives: Essays from Gay Italian
American Men (Via Folios) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no publication that similar with Our Naked Lives: Essays from Gay Italian American Men
(Via Folios). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing which
happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of Our Naked Lives: Essays from Gay Italian American Men (Via Folios) in
e-book can be your substitute.

Pauline Lipman:

The book untitled Our Naked Lives: Essays from Gay Italian American Men (Via Folios) contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand
all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The
author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation
you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice
learn.

Carolyn Berndt:

Beside this Our Naked Lives: Essays from Gay Italian American Men (Via Folios) in your phone, it can give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Our Naked Lives: Essays from Gay Italian American Men (Via Folios)
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you rarely
get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from right now!

Larry Pulido:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top collection in your reading list is usually Our Naked Lives: Essays from Gay Italian American Men (Via



Folios). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person.
By looking way up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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