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From 1989 to 1991, Barry Dornfeld had an unusual double role on the crew of the major PBS documentary
series Childhood. As a researcher for the series, he investigated the relationship between children and media.
As an anthropologist, however, his subject was the television production process itself--examining, for
example, how producers developed the series, negotiated with their academic advisors, and shaped footage
shot around the world into seven programs. He presents the results of his fieldwork in this groundbreaking
study--one of the first to take an ethnographic approach to the production of a television show, as opposed to
its reception.

Dornfeld begins with a broad discussion of public television's role in American culture and goes on to
examine documentaries as a form of popular anthropology. Drawing on his observations of Childhood, he
considers the documentary form as a kind of "imagining," in which both producers and viewers construct
understandings of themselves and others, revealing their conceptions of culture and history and their
ideologies of cultural difference and universality. He argues that producers of culture should also be
understood as consumers who conduct their work through an active envisioning of the audience. Dornfeld
explores as well how intellectual media professionals struggle with the institutional and cultural forces
surrounding television that promote entertainment at the expense of education. The book provides a rare
glimpse behind the scenes of a major documentary and demonstrates the value of an ethnographic approach
to the study of media production.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Shelby:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Producing Public Television, Producing Public
Culture. Try to face the book Producing Public Television, Producing Public Culture as your good friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.

Alice Black:

Here thing why this kind of Producing Public Television, Producing Public Culture are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Producing Public Television, Producing Public
Culture giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out there but there is
no guide that similar with Producing Public Television, Producing Public Culture. It gives you thrill studying
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened
around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are
having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Producing Public Television, Producing
Public Culture in e-book can be your alternate.

Chad Davis:

Why? Because this Producing Public Television, Producing Public Culture is an unordinary book that the
inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly.
So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise
and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to
the guide store hurriedly.

Lawrence Shults:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Producing Public Television, Producing
Public Culture to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the



idea about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
examine it. Beside that the e-book Producing Public Television, Producing Public Culture can to be your
new friend when you're sense alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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