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One hundred and fifty years after the first shots were fired on Fort Sumter, the Civil War still captures the
American imagination, and its reverberations can still be felt throughout America's social and political
landscape.
Louis P. Masur's The Civil War: A Concise History offers a masterful and eminently readable overview of
the war's multiple causes and catastrophic effects. Masur begins by examining the complex origins of the
war, focusing on the pulsating tensions over states rights and slavery. The book then proceeds to cover, year
by year, the major political, social, and military events, highlighting two important themes: how the war
shifted from a limited conflict to restore the Union to an all-out war that would fundamentally transform
Southern society, and the process by which the war ultimately became a battle to abolish slavery. Masur
explains how the war turned what had been a loose collection of fiercely independent states into a nation,
remaking its political, cultural, and social institutions. But he also focuses on the soldiers themselves, both
Union and Confederate, whose stories constitute nothing less than America's Iliad. In the final chapter Masur
considers the aftermath of the South's surrender at Appomattox and the clash over the policies of
reconstruction that continued to divide President and Congress, conservatives and radicals, Southerners and
Northerners for years to come.
In 1873, Mark Twain and Charles Dudley wrote that the war had "wrought so profoundly upon the entire
national character that the influence cannot be measured short of two or three generations." From the vantage
of the war's sesquicentennial, this concise history of the entire Civil War era offers an invaluable
introduction to the dramatic events whose effects are still felt today.
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From reader reviews:

Quentin Ryan:

Here thing why that The Civil War: A Concise History are different and reputable to be yours. First of all
studying a book is good however it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as
food or not. The Civil War: A Concise History giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Civil War: A Concise History. It gives
you thrill examining journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world which
is might be can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
method home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The
Civil War: A Concise History in e-book can be your alternative.

Matthew Thompson:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The Civil War: A Concise History book is readable through you who
hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding The Civil
War: A Concise History content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the written content but it just different available as it. So , do you still thinking The
Civil War: A Concise History is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Emily Boyd:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Civil War: A Concise History the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect
that maybe unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a
publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of.
The The Civil War: A Concise History giving you another experience more than blown away your head but
also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Norma Barnes:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this The Civil War: A Concise History can make you experience more interested to read.
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