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Mel Lewis (1929-1990) was born Melvin Sokoloff to Jewish Russian immigrants in Buffalo, New York. He
first picked up his father's drumsticks at the age of two and at 17 he was a full-time professional musician.
The View from the Back of the Band is the first biography of this legendary jazz drummer. For over fifty
years, Lewis provided the blueprint for how a drummer could subtly support any musical situation. While he
made his name with Stan Kenton and Thad Jones, and with his band at the Village Vanguard, it was the
hundreds of recordings that he made as a sideman and his ability to mentor young musicians that truly
defined his career. Away from the drums, Lewis's passionate and outspoken personality made him one of
jazz music's greatest characters. It is often through Lewis's own anecdotes, as well as many from the
musicians who knew him best, that this book traces the career of one of the world's greatest drummers.
Previously unpublished interviews, personal memoirs, photos, musical transcriptions, and a selected
discography add to this comprehensive biography.
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From reader reviews:

David Binkley:

This The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of
Musician Series) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information
which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. That The View from the Back of the
Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) without we know teach the
one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry The View from the
Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) can bring any
time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in your
lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel
Lewis (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so
you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Michelle Jennings:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them
is this The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of
Musician Series).

Shannon Lynch:

As a college student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of
Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Abel Cooke:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and



information from the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update
of news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the The View from the Back of the Band: The Life and Music of Mel Lewis (North Texas Lives of
Musician Series) when you needed it?
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