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When Gilded Age millionaires wanted to buy Italian Renaissance paintings, the expert whose opinion they
sought was Bernard Berenson, with his vast erudition, incredible eye, and uncanny skill at attributing
paintings. They visited Berenson at his beautiful Villa I Tatti, in the hills outside Florence, and walked with
him through the immense private library—which he would eventually bequeath to Harvard—without ever
suspecting that he had grown up in a poor Lithuanian Jewish immigrant family that had struggled to survive
in Boston on the wages of the father’s work as a tin peddler. Berenson’s extraordinary self-transformation,
financed by the explosion of the Gilded Age art market and his secret partnership with the great art dealer
Joseph Duveen, came with painful costs: he hid his origins and felt that he had betrayed his gifts as an
interpreter of paintings. Nevertheless his way of seeing, presented in his books, codified in his attributions,
and institutionalized in the many important American collections he helped to build, goes on shaping the
American understanding of art today.

This finely drawn portrait of Berenson, the first biography devoted to him in a quarter century, draws on new
archival materials that bring out the significance of his secret business dealings and the way his family and
companions—including his patron Isabella Stewart Gardner, his lover Belle da Costa Greene, and his dear
friend Edith Wharton—helped to form his ideas and his legacy. Rachel Cohen explores Berenson’s inner
world and exceptional visual capacity while also illuminating the historical forces—new capital, the
developing art market, persistent anti-Semitism, and the two world wars—that profoundly affected his life.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos White:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading any book, we give you that Bernard Berenson (Jewish Lives) book as nice and
daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Willie Grajeda:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Bernard
Berenson (Jewish Lives) suitable to you? The book was written by well-known writer in this era. Typically
the book untitled Bernard Berenson (Jewish Lives)is a single of several books that everyone read now. That
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know prior to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people
can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now.
In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Kristopher Lewis:

The e-book with title Bernard Berenson (Jewish Lives) contains a lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get a lot of help after read this book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in
this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read
the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Phillip Chadwick:

The book untitled Bernard Berenson (Jewish Lives) contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author will take you in the
new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.
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