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From the mysterious glosses by 'EK' in the poetry of Edmund Spenser, to the self-commentary in Vladimir
Nabokov's Pale Fire, readers of literature have been fascinated by the comments, addenda, and footnotes
added by authors to their own work. In this insightful and original work, Sherry Roush investigates poets'
motivations for writing glosses. She argues that self-commentary differs fundamentally from standard
commentary, and that it does not necessarily impose an authoritative reading, determine the poem's
significance, or furnish factual autobiographical information. Rather, self-commentary presents an intriguing
ulterior poetic dimension and adds to the inherent tension of the text.

Roush focuses her study on three pairs of authors, each representing a distinct historical-contextual period:
Dante and Boccaccio in the early Italian self-commentative tradition, Lorenzo de' Medici and Girolamo
Benivieni in high Renaissance Florence, and Giordano Bruno and Tommaso Campanella at the turn of the
seventeenth century. Through numerous examples, Roush highlights the non-linear development of this
mixed genre, and shows how poetic self-commentaries respond to unique literary, historical, and political
exigencies, and offer keys to understanding the underlying poetic message. This seminal study will be of
particular value to scholars interested in poetry, hermeneutics, autobiography, and Renaissance studies.
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From reader reviews:

Harold McDonough:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Hermes' Lyre: Italian
Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella (Toronto Italian Studies) book because book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Theo Garcia:

The publication untitled Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella
(Toronto Italian Studies) is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the
guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, and so the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Hermes'
Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella (Toronto Italian Studies) from
the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Herbert Knight:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Hermes' Lyre: Italian
Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella (Toronto Italian Studies) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella (Toronto Italian
Studies) become your own personal starter.

Joy Becker:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-
Commentary from Dante to Tommaso Campanella (Toronto Italian Studies) reserve written by well-known
writer we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still doubt Hermes' Lyre: Italian Poetic Self-Commentary from Dante to Tommaso
Campanella (Toronto Italian Studies) as good book but not only by the cover but also through the content.



This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing a different
sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.
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