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Since the Bolivian revolution in 1952, migrants have come to the city of Cochabamba, seeking opportunity
and relief from rural poverty. They have settled in barrios on the city’s outskirts only to find that the rights of
citizens—basic rights of property and security, especially protection from crime—are not available to them.
In this ethnography, Daniel M. Goldstein considers the significance of and similarities between two kinds of
spectacles—street festivals and the vigilante lynching of criminals—as they are performed in the
Cochabamba barrio of Villa Pagador. By examining folkloric festivals and vigilante violence within the same
analytical framework, Goldstein shows how marginalized urban migrants, shut out of the city and neglected
by the state, use performance to assert their national belonging and to express their grievances against the
inadequacies of the state’s official legal order.

During the period of Goldstein’s fieldwork in Villa Pagador in the mid-1990s, residents attempted to lynch
several thieves and attacked the police who tried to intervene. Since that time, there have been hundreds of
lynchings in the poor barrios surrounding Cochabamba. Goldstein presents the lynchings of thieves as a form
of horrific performance, with elements of critique and political action that echo those of local festivals. He
explores the consequences and implications of extralegal violence for human rights and the rule of law in the
contemporary Andes. In rich detail, he provides an in-depth look at the development of Villa Pagador and of
the larger metropolitan area of Cochabamba, illuminating a contemporary Andean city from both
microethnographic and macrohistorical perspectives. Focusing on indigenous peoples’ experiences of urban
life and their attempts to manage their sociopolitical status within the broader context of neoliberal
capitalism and political decentralization, The Spectacular City highlights the deep connections between
performance, law, violence, and the state.
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From reader reviews:

Maryann Carson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if you
want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one having theme
for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The Spectacular City: Violence and Performance in
Urban Bolivia (Latin America Otherwise) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Karen Nash:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this The Spectacular City: Violence and Performance in Urban Bolivia (Latin America Otherwise), you may
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a guide.

Alan Sarno:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can
get a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this The Spectacular
City: Violence and Performance in Urban Bolivia (Latin America Otherwise).

Jerold Niemi:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Spectacular City: Violence and Performance
in Urban Bolivia (Latin America Otherwise) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book The Spectacular City: Violence and Performance in Urban Bolivia (Latin America Otherwise) has
many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored,
any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading
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