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In 2001 the Human Genome Project announced that it had successfully mapped the entire genetic content of
human DNA. Scientists, politicians, theologians, and pundits speculated about what would follow, conjuring
everything from nightmare scenarios of state-controlled eugenics to the hope of engineering disease-resistant
newborns. As with debates surrounding stem-cell research, the seemingly endless possibilities of genetic
engineering will continue to influence public opinion and policy into the foreseeable future.

Beyond Biotechnology: The Barren Promise of Genetic Engineering distinguishes between the hype and
reality of this technology and explains the nuanced and delicate relationship between science and nature.
Authors Craig Holdrege and Steve Talbott evaluate the current state of genetic science and examine its
potential applications, particularly in agriculture and medicine, as well as the possible dangers. The authors
show how the popular view of genetics does not include an understanding of the ways in which genes
actually work together in organisms.

Simplistic and reductionist views of genes lead to unrealistic expectations and, ultimately, disappointment in
the results that genetic engineering actually delivers. The authors explore new developments in genetics,
from the discovery of "non-Darwinian" adaptative mutations in bacteria to evidence that suggests that
organisms are far more than mere collections of genetically driven mechanisms. While examining these
issues, the authors also answer vital questions that get to the essence of genetic interaction with human
biology: Does DNA "manage" an organism any more than the organism manages its DNA? Should
genetically engineered products be labeled as such? Do the methods of the genetic engineer resemble the
centuries-old practices of animal husbandry?

Written for lay readers, Beyond Biotechnology is an accessible introduction to the complicated issues of
genetic engineering and its potential applications. In the unexplored space between nature and laboratory, a
new science is waiting to emerge. Technology-based social and environmental solutions will remain tenuous
and at risk of reversal as long as our culture is alienated from the plants and animals on which all life
depends.
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From reader reviews:

Mellisa White:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Beyond Biotechnology: The
Barren Promise of Genetic Engineering (Culture of the Land) is our recommendation to make you keep up
with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Willie Coffey:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Beyond Biotechnology: The Barren Promise of Genetic Engineering (Culture
of the Land) book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here
are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer involving Beyond Biotechnology: The Barren Promise of Genetic Engineering
(Culture of the Land) content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you even now thinking Beyond
Biotechnology: The Barren Promise of Genetic Engineering (Culture of the Land) is not loveable to be your
top collection reading book?

Cecilia Moore:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Beyond Biotechnology: The Barren Promise of
Genetic Engineering (Culture of the Land), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it,
oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Jason Harden:

You may get this Beyond Biotechnology: The Barren Promise of Genetic Engineering (Culture of the Land)
by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but in
addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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