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Griffins, Cyclopes, Monsters, and Giants--these fabulous creatures of classical mythology continue to live in
the modern imagination through the vivid accounts that have come down to us from the ancient Greeks and
Romans. But what if these beings were more than merely fictions? What if monstrous creatures once roamed
the earth in the very places where their legends first arose? This is the arresting and original thesis that
Adrienne Mayor explores in The First Fossil Hunters. Through careful research and meticulous
documentation, she convincingly shows that many of the giants and monsters of myth did have a basis in
fact--in the enormous bones of long-extinct species that were once abundant in the lands of the Greeks and
Romans.

As Mayor shows, the Greeks and Romans were well aware that a different breed of creatures once inhabited
their lands. They frequently encountered the fossilized bones of these primeval beings, and they developed
sophisticated concepts to explain the fossil evidence, concepts that were expressed in mythological stories.
The legend of the gold-guarding griffin, for example, sprang from tales first told by Scythian gold-miners,
who, passing through the Gobi Desert at the foot of the Altai Mountains, encountered the skeletons of
Protoceratops and other dinosaurs that littered the ground.

Like their modern counterparts, the ancient fossil hunters collected and measured impressive petrified
remains and displayed them in temples and museums; they attempted to reconstruct the appearance of these
prehistoric creatures and to explain their extinction. Long thought to be fantasy, the remarkably detailed and
perceptive Greek and Roman accounts of giant bone finds were actually based on solid paleontological facts.
By reading these neglected narratives for the first time in the light of modern scientific discoveries, Adrienne
Mayor illuminates a lost world of ancient paleontology.
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From reader reviews:

David Hoag:

The book The First Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we
leave a very important thing like a book The First Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek
and Roman Times? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The First Fossil Hunters:
Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times has simple shape but the truth is know: it has
great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

William Wright:

Here thing why this The First Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times
are different and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The First Fossil Hunters:
Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with The First Fossil
Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times. It gives you thrill reading journey,
its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be
happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your way home
by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of The First
Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times in e-book can be your
substitute.

Jonathan Bean:

This book untitled The First Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times to
be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a
lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can
read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this book from your list.

Brandy Felts:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The First Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths,
and Myth in Greek and Roman Times was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know
that book The First Fossil Hunters: Dinosaurs, Mammoths, and Myth in Greek and Roman Times has many
kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and



believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
this.
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