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The 26th Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry was quietly mustered into service in Milwaukee on September 17,
1862-the bloodiest day in American history. Composed primarily of German immigrants and Americans of
German descent, the 26th fought and bled its way into the record books as one of Fox’s “Fighting 300”
regiments. James S. Pula’s The Sigel Regiment: A History of the 26th Wisconsin Volunteers, 1862-1865, is
the first book to examine this regiment’s storied yet overlooked history.

The 26th’s service spanned three years and three theaters of war. The “Sigel Regiment,” named after German
General Franz Sigel, was initially absorbed into the Army of the Potomac, and attached to the 2nd Brigade,
3rd Division, Howard’s 11th Army Corps. Its bloody battlefield debut took place at Chancellorsville on May
2, 1863, where the Wisconsin soldiers found themselves on the receiving end of one of the most successful
surprise attacks in military history. Outnumbered, outflanked, and caught in a crossfire, the battling regiment
and its Colonel William Jacobs refused to fall back before the onslaught until twice ordered to do so. Similar
ill-luck two months later ensconced the regiment north of Gettysburg, where the Badger State troops, this
time under Lt. Col. Hans Boebel, left another 250 men on the field. By the time the 26th Wisconsin shipped
out that fall for service in the Western Theater, hardened combat veterans who had seen the worst war has to
offer populated its ranks.

Service in Tennessee with the Army of the Cumberland lessened the regiment’s exposure to hard combat
only temporarily. Burdened with political strife and facing a cold winter, the Wisconsin men marched and
skirmished their way through the fall and early winter campaigns of Chattanooga and Knoxville. The spring
of 1864 brought with it another season of bloodshed when General William T. Sherman determined to drive
deep into Georgia and capture Atlanta. Fighting now as part of the 20th Corps, the 26th Wisconsin
distinguished itself on a number of fields, including Resaca, New Hope Church, Kennesaw Mountain, and
Peach Tree Creek. The thinning German regiment achieved a special distinction at Peach Tree Creek by
capturing the flag of the 33rd Mississippi Infantry. After the fall of Atlanta, the men of the 26th tramped to
Savannah on the March to the Sea, and north into the Carolinas, where more hard fighting at Averasboro and
Bentonville awaited them. By the end of the war, 1,089 men had served in the 26th’s ranks; more than 17%
were killed or mortally wounded.

Pula’s gracefully written and superbly researched The Sigel Regiment: A History of the 26th Wisconsin
Volunteer Infantry, 1862-1865, is a distinguished study of a fighting ethnic regiment.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Jones:

Book is actually written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Sigel Regiment: A History of
the Twenty-Sixth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, 1862-1865 will make you to become smarter. You can feel
a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or acceptable book with you?

Erna Taylor:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be
sure that book is very important normally. The book The Sigel Regiment: A History of the Twenty-Sixth
Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, 1862-1865 was making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book The Sigel Regiment: A History of the
Twenty-Sixth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, 1862-1865 is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also to get your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book The Sigel Regiment: A History of the
Twenty-Sixth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, 1862-1865. You never truly feel lose out for everything when
you read some books.

Marie Brenneman:

This book untitled The Sigel Regiment: A History of the Twenty-Sixth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, 1862-
1865 to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can
get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it
by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book,
since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from
your list.

Caitlin Cruz:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for you is The Sigel Regiment: A History of the Twenty-Sixth Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, 1862-1865 this
reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to



understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book
suitable all of you.
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