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An investigative journalist uncovers a hidden custom that will transform your understanding of what
it means to grow up as a girl

In Afghanistan, a culture ruled almost entirely by men, the birth of a son is cause for celebration and the
arrival of a daughter is often mourned as misfortune. A bacha posh (literally translated from Dari as “dressed
up like a boy”) is a third kind of child – a girl temporarily raised as a boy and presented as such to the
outside world. Jenny Nordberg, the reporter who broke the story of this phenomenon for the New York
Times, constructs a powerful and moving account of those secretly living on the other side of a deeply
segregated society where women have almost no rights and little freedom.

The Underground Girls of Kabul is anchored by vivid characters who bring this remarkable story to life:
Azita, a female parliamentarian who sees no other choice but to turn her fourth daughter Mehran into a boy;
Zahra, the tomboy teenager who struggles with puberty and refuses her parents’ attempts to turn her back
into a girl; Shukria, now a married mother of three after living for twenty years as a man; and Nader, who
prays with Shahed, the undercover female police officer, as they both remain in male disguise as adults.

At the heart of this emotional narrative is a new perspective on the extreme sacrifices of Afghan women and
girls against the violent backdrop of America’s longest war. Divided into four parts, the book follows those
born as the unwanted sex in Afghanistan, but who live as the socially favored gender through childhood and
puberty, only to later be forced into marriage and childbirth. The Underground Girls of Kabul charts their
dramatic life cycles, while examining our own history and the parallels to subversive actions of people who
live under oppression everywhere.
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From reader reviews:

Craig Harrison:

This The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of a Hidden Resistance in Afghanistan book is absolutely
not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book
is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of a Hidden
Resistance in Afghanistan without we understand teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering
and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of a Hidden Resistance in
Afghanistan can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you
can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of a
Hidden Resistance in Afghanistan having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly
feel uninterested in reading.

Ronald Searle:

Precisely why? Because this The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of a Hidden Resistance in
Afghanistan is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap that but latter it
will distress you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going
to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
were being you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Harriet Dupree:

The book untitled The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of a Hidden Resistance in Afghanistan contain
a lot of information on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published
by famous author. The author brings you in the new time of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go
through.

James Henderson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication The Underground Girls of Kabul: In Search of a Hidden Resistance in
Afghanistan was filled in relation to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your



science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how
big good thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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