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Dates form the backbone of written history. But where do these dates come from? Many different calendars
were used in the ancient world. Some of these calendars were based upon observations or calculations of
regular astronomical phenomena, such as the first sighting of the new moon crescent that defined the
beginning of the month in many calendars, while others incorporated schematic simplifications of these
phenomena, such as the 360-day year used in early Mesopotamian administrative practices in order to
simplify accounting procedures. Historians frequently use handbooks and tables for converting dates in
ancient calendars into the familiar BC/AD calendar that we use today. But very few historians understand
how these tables have come about, or what assumptions have been made in their construction. The seven
papers in this volume provide an answer to the question what do we know about the operation of calendars in
the ancient world, and just as importantly how do we know it? Topics covered include the ancient and
modern history of the Egyptian 365-day calendar, astronomical and administrative calendars in ancient
Mesopotamia, and the development of astronomical calendars in ancient Greece. This book will be of
interest to ancient historians, historians of science, astronomers who use early astronomical records, and
anyone with an interest in calendars and their development.
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From reader reviews:

Mack Washburn:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Calendars and Years: Astronomy and Time in the Ancient
Near East.

Darlene Lewis:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important usually. The book Calendars and Years: Astronomy and Time in the Ancient
Near East was making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The publication Calendars and Years: Astronomy and Time in the Ancient Near
East is not only giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You
can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with the book Calendars and
Years: Astronomy and Time in the Ancient Near East. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case
you read some books.

Tonette Land:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
specific aren't like that. This Calendars and Years: Astronomy and Time in the Ancient Near East book is
readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer
associated with Calendars and Years: Astronomy and Time in the Ancient Near East content conveys the
thought easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking Calendars and Years: Astronomy and
Time in the Ancient Near East is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Ricardo Hayward:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
named of book Calendars and Years: Astronomy and Time in the Ancient Near East. You can contribute
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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