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ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT SCIENTIFIC MEMOIRS OF OUR TIME

When Napoleon Chagnon arrived in Venezuela’s Amazon region in 1964 to study the Yanomamö Indians,
one of the last large tribal groups still living in isolation, he expected to find Rousseau’s “noble savages,” so-
called primitive people living contentedly in a pristine state of nature. Instead Chagnon discovered a
remarkably violent society. Men who killed others had the most wives and offspring, their violence possibly
giving them an evolutionary advantage. The prime reasons for violence, Chagnon found, were to avenge
deaths and, if possible, abduct women.

When Chagnon began publishing his observations, some cultural anthropologists who could not accept an
evolutionary basis for human behavior refused to believe them. Chagnon became perhaps the most famous
American anthropologist since Margaret Mead—and the most controversial. He was attacked in a scathing
popular book, whose central allegation that he helped start a measles epidemic among the Yanomamö was
quickly disproven, and the American Anthropological Association condemned him, only to rescind its
condemnation after a vote by the membership. Throughout his career Chagnon insisted on an evidence-based
scientific approach to anthropology, even as his professional association dithered over whether it really is a
scientific organization. In Noble Savages, Chagnon describes his seminal fieldwork—during which he lived
among the Yanomamö, was threatened by tyrannical headmen, and experienced an uncomfortably close
encounter with a jaguar—taking readers inside Yanomamö villages to glimpse the kind of life our distant
ancestors may have lived thousands of years ago. And he forcefully indicts his discipline of cultural
anthropology, accusing it of having traded its scientific mission for political activism.

This book, like Chagnon’s research, raises fundamental questions about human nature itself.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Rooks:

The book Noble Savages: My Life Among Two Dangerous Tribes -- the Yanomamo and the Anthropologists
make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can to
get your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make
studying a book Noble Savages: My Life Among Two Dangerous Tribes -- the Yanomamo and the
Anthropologists to become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like
open up and read a reserve Noble Savages: My Life Among Two Dangerous Tribes -- the Yanomamo and
the Anthropologists. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others.
So , how do you think about this e-book?

Melissa Fanning:

The book Noble Savages: My Life Among Two Dangerous Tribes -- the Yanomamo and the Anthropologists
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must
we leave a very important thing like a book Noble Savages: My Life Among Two Dangerous Tribes -- the
Yanomamo and the Anthropologists? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with
your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to
share all of these. Book Noble Savages: My Life Among Two Dangerous Tribes -- the Yanomamo and the
Anthropologists has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can look
the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Heather Bly:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question simply
because just their can do that. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on pre-school until university need this Noble Savages: My Life Among Two Dangerous
Tribes -- the Yanomamo and the Anthropologists to read.

Nancy Chinn:

You can spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Noble Savages: My Life Among Two
Dangerous Tribes -- the Yanomamo and the Anthropologists is simple to develop you can read it in the
recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in



your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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