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In 1943, twenty-four-year-old Primo Levi had just begun a career in chemistry when, after joining a partisan
group, he was captured by the Italian Fascist Militia and deported to Auschwitz. Of the 650 Italian Jews in
his transport, he was one of fewer than 25 who survived the eleven months before the camp’s liberation.
Upon returning to his native Turin, Levi resumed work as a chemist and was employed for thirty years by a
company specializing in paints and other chemical coatings. Yet soon after his return to Turin, he also began
writing—memoirs, essays, novels, short stories, poetry—and it is for this work that he has won international
recognition. His first book, If This Is a Man, issued in 1947 after great difficulty in finding a publisher,
remains a landmark document of the twentieth century.
 
Berel Lang's groundbreaking biography shines new light on Levi’s role as a major intellectual and literary
figure—an important Holocaust writer and witness but also an innovative moral thinker in whom his two
roles as chemist and writer converged, providing the “matter” of his life. Levi’s writing combined a
scientist’s attentiveness to structure and detail, an ironic imagination that found in all nature an ingenuity at
once inviting and evasive, and a powerful and passionate moral imagination. Lang’s approach provides a
philosophically acute and nuanced analysis of Levi as thinker, witness, writer, and scientific detective.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Diaz:

The experience that you get from Primo Levi: The Matter of a Life (Jewish Lives) is a more deep you
digging the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Primo Levi: The Matter of a Life (Jewish Lives) giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through
anyone who read this because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Primo Levi: The Matter of a Life (Jewish Lives)
instantly.

Joyce Matchett:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all day
every day to reading a reserve. The book Primo Levi: The Matter of a Life (Jewish Lives) it doesn't matter
what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore
simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book features high quality.

Molly Marquis:

Beside this specific Primo Levi: The Matter of a Life (Jewish Lives) in your phone, it can give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is
fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good
thing to have Primo Levi: The Matter of a Life (Jewish Lives) because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from
right now!

Homer Holmes:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Primo Levi: The Matter of a Life (Jewish Lives)
can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have matter that they don't
and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more



than some other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Primo Levi: The
Matter of a Life (Jewish Lives).
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