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Dorianne Laux’s long-awaited third book of poetry follows her collection, What We Carry, a finalist for the
1994 National Book Critics Circle Award for Poetry. In Smoke, Laux revisits familiar themes of family,
working class lives and the pleasures of the body in poetry that is vital and artfully crafted—poetry that "gets
hard in the face of aloofness," in the words of one reviewer. In Smoke, as in her previous work, Laux weaves
the warp and woof of ordinary lives into extraordinary and complex tapestries. In "The Shipfitter’s Wife," a
woman recalls her husband’s homecoming at the end of his work day:

Then I’d open his clothes and take
the whole day inside me—the ship’s
gray sides, the miles of copper pipe,
the voice of the foreman clanging
off the hull’s silver ribs. Spark of lead
kissing metal. The clamp, the winch,
the white fire of the torch, the whistle,
and the long drive home.
And in the title poem, Laux muses on her own guilty pleasures:
Who would want to give it up, the coal
a cat’s eye in the dark room, no one there
but you and your smoke, the window
cracked to street sounds, the distant cries
of living things. Alone, you are almost
safe . . .

With her keen ear and attentive eye, Dorianne Laux offers us a universe with which we are familiar, but
gives it to us fresh.

Dorianne Laux is the author of two previous collections of poetry from BOA Editions, Ltd., and is co-
author, with Kim Addonizio, of The Poet’s Companion: A Guide to the Joys of Writing Poetry (W.W.
Norton, 1997), chosen as an alternate selection by several bookclubs. Laux was the judge for the 2012 A.
Poulin, Jr. Poetry Contest, and is a tenured professor in the creative writing program at the University of
Oregon. Laux lives in Eugene, Oregon.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Tebo:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Smoke
(American Poets Continuum), it is possible to tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication.
Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a publication.

Wanda Woods:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you
read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a e-book. The book Smoke (American Poets Continuum) it is
very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
features high quality.

Jewel Williams:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more
time to be read. Smoke (American Poets Continuum) can be your answer as it can be read by you who have
those short extra time problems.

Kay Davidson:

Beside this specific Smoke (American Poets Continuum) in your phone, it could give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good
thing to have Smoke (American Poets Continuum) because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable,
including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it from
right now!
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