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The valley of Malinalco, Mexico, long renowned for its monolithic Aztec temples, is a microcosm of the
historical changes that occurred in the centuries preceding and following the Spanish conquest in the
sixteenth century. In particular, the garden frescoes uncovered in 1974 at the Augustinian monastery of
Malinalco document the collision of the European search for Utopia with the reality of colonial life.

In this study, Jeanette F. Peterson examines the murals within the dual heritage of pre-Hispanic and
European muralism to reveal how the wall paintings promoted the political and religious agendas of the
Spanish conquerors while preserving a record of pre-Columbian rituals and imagery. She finds that the
utopian themes portrayed at Malinalco and other Augustinian monasteries were integrated into a religious
and political ideology that, in part, camouflaged the harsh realities of colonial policies toward the native
population.

That the murals were ultimately whitewashed at the end of the sixteenth century suggests that the "spiritual
conquest" failed. Peterson argues that the incorporation of native features ultimately worked to undermine
the orthodoxy of the Christian message. She places the murals' imagery within the pre-Columbian tlacuilo
(scribe-painter) tradition, traces a "Sahagún connection" between the Malinalco muralists and the native
artists working at the Franciscan school of Tlatelolco, and explores mural painting as an artistic response to
acculturation.

The book is beautifully illustrated with 137 black-and-white figures, including photographs and line
drawings. For everyone interested in the encounter between European and Native American cultures, it will
be essential reading.
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From reader reviews:

Carlos Quirk:

The guide untitled The Paradise Garden Murals of Malinalco: Utopia and Empire in Sixteenth-Century
Mexico is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the e-book content that
will be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand.
The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share for
you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Paradise Garden Murals of Malinalco:
Utopia and Empire in Sixteenth-Century Mexico from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Gwendolyn Smith:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that
need more time to be go through. The Paradise Garden Murals of Malinalco: Utopia and Empire in
Sixteenth-Century Mexico can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those
short extra time problems.

Aurora Foster:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This The Paradise Garden Murals of Malinalco:
Utopia and Empire in Sixteenth-Century Mexico is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you
can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Adam Mathews:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top collection in your reading list will be The Paradise Garden Murals of Malinalco: Utopia and Empire in
Sixteenth-Century Mexico. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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