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“I am completely an elitist, in the cultural but emphatically not the social sense. I prefer the good to the bad,
the articulate to the mumbling, the aesthetically developed to the merely primitive, and full to partial
consciousness. I love the spectacle of skill, whether it’s an expert gardener at work, or a good carpenter
chopping dovetails . . . I don’t think stupid or ill-read people are as good to be with as wise and fully literate
ones. I would rather watch a great tennis player than a mediocre one . . . Consequently, most of the human
race doesn’t matter much to me, outside the normal and necessary frame of courtesy and the obligation to
respect human rights. I see no reason to squirm around apologizing for this. I am, after all, a cultural critic,
and my main job is to distinguish the good from the second-rate.”

Robert Hughes wrote with brutal honesty about art, architecture, culture, religion, and himself. He translated
his passions—of which there were many, both positive and negative—brilliantly, convincingly, and with
vitality and immediacy, always holding himself to the same rigorous standards of skill, authenticity, and
significance that he did his subjects. There never was, and never will be again, a voice like this. In this
volume, that voice rings clear through a gathering of some of his most unforgettable writings, culled from
nine of his most widely read and important books. This selection shows his enormous range and gives us a
uniquely cohesive view of both the critic and the man.

Most revealing, and most thrilling for Hughes’s legions of fans, are the never-before-published pages from
his unfinished second volume of memoirs. These last writings show Robert Hughes at the height of his
powers and can be read only with pleasure and a tinge of sadness that his extraordinary voice is no longer
here to educate us as well as to clarify and define our world.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Christensen:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Spectacle of Skill: New and Selected Writings of Robert Hughes.
Try to face the book The Spectacle of Skill: New and Selected Writings of Robert Hughes as your pal. It
means that it can to become your friend when you sense alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Bess Cook:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Spectacle of Skill: New
and Selected Writings of Robert Hughes. All type of book can you see on many methods. You can look for
the internet methods or other social media.

Norma Wilson:

The reserve with title The Spectacle of Skill: New and Selected Writings of Robert Hughes has a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world at this
point. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring
you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.

Edward Grimes:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. By book The Spectacle of Skill: New and Selected Writings of Robert Hughes we can consider more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book The
Spectacle of Skill: New and Selected Writings of Robert Hughes. You can more attractive than now.
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