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In a daring revisionist history of modern architecture, Mark Wigley opens up a new understanding of the
historical avant-garde. He explores the most obvious, but least discussed, feature of modern architecture:
white walls. Although the white wall exemplifies the stripping away of the decorative masquerade costumes
worn by nineteenth-century buildings, Wigley argues that modern buildings are not naked. The white wall is
itself a form of clothing -- the newly athletic body of the building, like that of its occupants, wears a new
kind of garment and these garments are meant to match. Not only did almost all modern architects literally
design dresses, Wigley points out, their arguments for a modern architecture were taken from the logic of
clothing reform. Architecture was understood as a form of dress design.

Wigley follows the trajectory of this key subtext by closely reading the statements and designs of most of the
protagonists, demonstrating that it renders modern architecture's relationship with the psychosexual economy
of fashion much more ambiguous than the architects' endlessly repeated rejections of fashion would suggest.
Indeed, Wigley asserts, the very intensity of these rejections is a symptom of how deeply they are embedded
in the world of clothing. By drawing on arguments about the relationship between clothing and architecture
first formulated in the middle of the nineteenth century, modern architects in fact presented a sophisticated
theory of the surface, modernizing architecture by transforming the status of the surface.

White Walls, Designer Dresses shows how this seemingly incidental clothing logic actually organizes the
detailed design of the modern building, dictating a system of polychromy, understood as a multicolored
outfit. The familiar image of modern architecture as white turns out to be the effect of a historiographical
tradition that has worked hard to suppress the color of the surfaces of the buildings that it describes. Wigley
analyzes this suppression in terms of the sexual logic that invariably accompanies discussions of clothing and
color, recovering those sensuously colored surfaces and the extraordinary arguments about clothing that were
used to defend them.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Tapp:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this White Walls, Designer Dresses: The Fashioning of Modern
Architecture.

Jesus Thresher:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This White Walls, Designer Dresses: The Fashioning of Modern Architecture book is
readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
regarding White Walls, Designer Dresses: The Fashioning of Modern Architecture content conveys the idea
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different available as it. So , do you still thinking White Walls, Designer Dresses: The Fashioning of Modern
Architecture is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Todd Robinson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this White Walls, Designer Dresses: The
Fashioning of Modern Architecture e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question White Walls, Designer Dresses:
The Fashioning of Modern Architecture as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is
one book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.

Homer Holmes:

You may get this White Walls, Designer Dresses: The Fashioning of Modern Architecture by go to the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose



proper ways for you.
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