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It is rare to find one person whose life embodies the history of an industry the way Bob Buck's life
encompasses the history of commercial aviation in America. Buck first flew in the 1920s, inspired by the
exploits of Charles Lindbergh. In 1930, at age sixteen, he flew solo from coast to coast, breaking the junior
transcontinental speed record. In 1936 he flew nonstop from Burbank, California, to Columbus, Ohio, in a
90-horsepower Monocoupe to establish a world distance record for light airplanes. He joined
Transcontinental and Western Air (T&WA) as a copilot in 1937; when he retired thirty-seven years later, he
had made more than 2,000 Atlantic crossings -- and his role had progressed from such tasks as retracting a
DC-2's landing gear with a cockpit-based hand pump to command of a wide-body 747.
Buck's experiences go back to a time when flying was something glamorous. He flew with and learned from
some true pioneers of aviation -- the courageous pilots who created the airmail service during flying's
infancy. At the behest of his employer Howard Hughes, Buck spent three months flying with Tyrone Power
on a trip to South America, Africa, and Europe. He flew the New York-Paris-Cairo route in the days when
flight plans called for lengthy stopovers, and enjoyed all that those romantic places had to offer. He took part
in a flight that circled the globe sideways (from pole to pole). He advised TWA's president on the shift to jet
planes; a world expert on weather and flight, Buck used a B-17G to chase thunderstorms worldwide as part
of a TWA-Air Force research project during World War II, for which he was awarded the Air Medal (as a
civilian) by President Truman.
In North Star over My Shoulder, Bob Buck tells of a life spent up and over the clouds, and of the wonderful
places and marvelous people who have been a part of that life. He captures the feel, taste, and smell of
flying's greatest era -- how the people lived, what they did and felt, and what it was really like to be a part of
the world as it grew smaller and smaller. He relates stories from his innumerable visits to Paris, the city he
loves more than any other -- echoing Gertrude Stein's view that "America is my country, and Paris is my
home town" -- and from his trips to the Middle East, including flights to Israel before and after it became a
state. A terrific storyteller and a fascinating man, Bob Buck has turned his well-lived life into a delightful
memoir for anyone who remembers when there really was something special in the air.
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From reader reviews:

Brent Cook:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book North Star over My Shoulder: A Flying Life
will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why
they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable book with you?

Janice Perry:

This North Star over My Shoulder: A Flying Life are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this North Star over My Shoulder: A Flying Life can be one of many
great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with
information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this North
Star over My Shoulder: A Flying Life forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Carlos Lauzon:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work here is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer may be North Star over My Shoulder: A Flying Life why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Eun Russell:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to share. You
can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to your account is North Star over My Shoulder: A Flying Life this reserve consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented so why is the world has grown up.
The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.
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