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We commonly think of marriage as a private matter between two people, a personal expression of love and
commitment. In this pioneering history, Nancy F. Cott demonstrates that marriage is and always has been a
public institution.

From the founding of the United States to the present day, imperatives about the necessity of marriage and its
proper form have been deeply embedded in national policy, law, and political rhetoric. Legislators and
judges have envisioned and enforced their preferred model of consensual, lifelong monogamy--a model
derived from Christian tenets and the English common law that posits the husband as provider and the wife
as dependent.In early confrontations with Native Americans, emancipated slaves, Mormon polygamists, and
immigrant spouses, through the invention of the New Deal, federal income tax, and welfare programs, the
federal government consistently influenced the shape of marriages. And even the immense social and legal
changes of the last third of the twentieth century have not unraveled official reliance on marriage as a "pillar
of the state."

By excluding some kinds of marriages and encouraging others, marital policies have helped to sculpt the
nation's citizenry, as well as its moral and social standards, and have directly affected national
understandings of gender roles and racial difference. Public Vows is a panoramic view of marriage's political
history, revealing the national government's profound role in our most private of choices. No one who reads
this book will think of marriage in the same way again.
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From reader reviews:

John Long:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Public Vows, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Jonathan Ownby:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Public Vows which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Jessica Adkins:

You may get this Public Vows by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be
your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only
through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now,
choose your personal ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange
yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Concepcion Bass:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and Public Vows or others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those publications are helping them to
include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Public Vows to
make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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