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Eminent biblical scholar Michael D. Coogan offers here a wide-ranging and stimulating exploration of the
Old Testament, illuminating its importance as history, literature, and sacred text.

Coogan explains the differences between the Bible of Jewish tradition (the "Hebrew Bible") and the Old
Testament of Christianity, and also examines the different contents of the Bibles used by Roman Catholics,
Eastern Orthodox Christians, and Protestants. He looks at the rise of modern biblical scholarship as well as
the recovery of ancient Near Eastern literatures and their significance for biblical interpretation. Coogan
explores the use of invented dialogue and historical fiction in the Old Testament, the presence of mythic
elements in apparently historical accounts, and the relationship of ancient Israelite myths to those of their
neighbors. The book considers the Old Testament's idea of divine justice, especially in Ecclesiastes and Job,
and looks at notions of the afterlife in the ancient Near East and in ancient Israel. Coogan highlights the
significance of the history and literature of the Old Testament and describes how non-biblical evidence, such
as archaeological data and texts, has placed the Old Testament in a larger and more illuminating context. The
book also discusses law and ritual in the Bible as well as the biblical understandings of prophecy.

Here then is a marvelous overview of one of the great pillars of Western religion and culture, a book whose
significance has endured for thousands of years and which remains vitally important today for Jews,
Christians, and Muslims worldwide.

About the Series: Oxford's Very Short Introductions offers concise and original introductions to a wide
range of subjects--from Islam to Sociology, Politics to Classics, and Literary Theory to History. Not simply a
textbook of definitions, each volume provides trenchant and provocative--yet always balanced and complete-
-discussions of the central issues in a given topic. Every Very Short Introduction gives a readable evolution
of the subject in question, demonstrating how it has developed and influenced society. Whatever the area of
study, whatever the topic that fascinates the reader, the series has a handy and affordable guide that will
likely prove indispensable.
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From reader reviews:

Dewayne Campbell:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A e-book The Old Testament: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you
can know about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored.
It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or acceptable
book with you?

Pauline Jones:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day every day to reading a reserve. The book The Old Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) it is very good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book.
These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you
can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The
price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Shirley Morales:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Old Testament: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions), it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you
still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Helen Woodson:

The Old Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be one of your nice books that
are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Old
Testament: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) however doesn't forget the main point,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This



great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.
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