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In this concise and fascinating book, Fawaz A. Gerges argues that Al-Qaeda has degenerated into a fractured,
marginal body kept alive largely by the self-serving anti-terrorist bureaucracy it helped to spawn.

In The Rise and Fall of Al-Qaeda, Gerges, a public intellectual known widely for his expertise on radical
ideologies, including jihadism, argues that the Western powers have become mired in a "terrorism narrative,"
stemming from the mistaken belief that America is in danger of a devastating attack by a crippled al-Qaeda.
To explain why al-Qaeda is no longer a threat, he provides a briskly written history of the organization,
showing its emergence from the disintegrating local jihadist movements of the mid-1990s-not just the
Afghan resistance of the 1980s, as many believe-in "a desperate effort to rescue a sinking ship by altering its
course." During this period, Gerges interviewed many jihadis, gaining a first-hand view of the movement
that bin Laden tried to reshape by internationalizing it. Gerges reveals that transnational jihad has attracted
but a small minority within the Arab world and possesses no viable social and popular base. Furthermore, he
shows that the attacks of September 11, 2001, were a major miscalculation--no "river" of fighters flooded
from Arab countries to defend al-Qaeda in Afghanistan, as bin Laden expected. The democratic revolutions
that swept the Middle East in early 2011 show that al-Qaeda today is a non-entity which exercises no
influence over Arabs' political life.

Gerges shows that there is a link between the new phenomenon of homegrown extremism in Western
societies and the war on terror, particularly in Afghanistan-Pakistan, and that homegrown terror exposes the
structural weakness, not strength, of bin Laden's al-Qaeda. Gerges concludes that the movement has
splintered into feuding factions, neutralizing itself more effectively than any Predator drone.

Forceful, incisive, and written with extensive inside knowledge, this book will alter the debate on global
terrorism.
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From reader reviews:

Cameron Rodriquez:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go walking,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Rise and Fall of Al-
Qaeda? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time along with
your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other
opinion?

John Harrison:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for all of us. The book The Rise and Fall of Al-Qaeda seemed to be making you
to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The e-book The Rise and Fall of Al-Qaeda is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship together with the book The Rise and Fall of Al-Qaeda. You never sense
lose out for everything when you read some books.

Mildred Yen:

The book untitled The Rise and Fall of Al-Qaeda contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer
explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do
not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you
in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

David Rutherford:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Rise and Fall of Al-Qaeda
which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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