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"Dr. Gamow, physicist and gifted writer, has sketched an intriguing portrait of the scientists and clashing
ideas that made the quantum revolution." — Christian Science Monitor
In 1900, German physicist Max Planck postulated that light, or radiant energy, can exist only in the form of
discrete packages or quanta. This profound insight, along with Einstein's equally momentous theories of
relativity, completely revolutionized man's view of matter, energy, and the nature of physics itself.
In this lucid layman's introduction to quantum theory, an eminent physicist and noted popularizer of science
traces the development of quantum theory from the turn of the century to about 1930 — from Planck's
seminal concept (still developing) to anti-particles, mesons, and Enrico Fermi's nuclear research. Gamow
was not just a spectator at the theoretical breakthroughs which fundamentally altered our view of the
universe, he was an active participant who made important contributions of his own. This "insider's" vantage
point lends special validity to his careful, accessible explanations of Heisenberg's Uncertainty Principle,
Niels Bohr's model of the atom, the pilot waves of Louis de Broglie and other path-breaking ideas.
In addition, Gamow recounts a wealth of revealing personal anecdotes which give a warm human dimension
to many giants of 20th-century physics. He ends the book with the Blegdamsvej Faust, a delightful play
written in 1932 by Niels Bohr's students and colleagues to satirize the epochal developments that were
revolutionizing physics. This celebrated play is available only in this volume.
Written in a clear, lively style, and enhanced by 12 photographs (including candid shots of Rutherford, Bohr,
Pauli, Heisenberg, Fermi, and others), Thirty Years that Shook Physics offers both scientists and laymen a
highly readable introduction to the brilliant conceptions that helped unlock many secrets of energy and
matter and laid the groundwork for future discoveries.
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From reader reviews:

Neil Turner:

This book untitled Thirty Years that Shook Physics: The Story of Quantum Theory to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit
upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Shirley Arrington:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
Thirty Years that Shook Physics: The Story of Quantum Theory.

Catherine Nelson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Thirty Years that Shook Physics: The
Story of Quantum Theory that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then
how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading through as your good
habit, it is possible to pick Thirty Years that Shook Physics: The Story of Quantum Theory become your
starter.

Lawrence Wilson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. Thirty Years that Shook Physics: The Story of Quantum Theory can be your answer as it can be
read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.
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